Statement by Ambassador Naela Gabr
Permanerit Representative of Egypt
On behalf of the Group of 21
Formal Plenary Meeting of the Conference of Disarmament
15" of March, 2005

Mr. President, let me at the ouiset bagin by exprassing sincere appreciation
for the consiructive, tireless efforis which you have exearied during the assumption of
your presidency of the CD. We would also like o commend Ambassador Chyris
Sanders for his notable coniribution during his presidency. We assure you of the
Group of 21's full cooperation and suppori. As the Coordinator of the Group of 21, |
wouild like to read out a statemant on behalf of the Group:

Having in mind the context of the Confarence on Disarmament, the Group is desply
concamad about the progressive erosion of muliilateralism, and emphasizes the
importance of collective international efforts and the spirit of multilateralism fo
ephance and maintain international non-discriminatory disarmament and non-
proliferaiion treaties.

The Group highlights the objsctives laid down in Gensral Assembly resoittion 69/59
eniitled ‘Promotion of muliilateralism in ths arga of disarmamsnt and non-
proliferation’, which, among other things, reaffirms multilateralism as ihe core
principie in resolving disarmament and non-proliferation concerns.

The Group siresses that, as the single muliilateral negoiiating forum on
disarmament, the Conferenca's program of work should reflect the inferests and
priorities of all its members and the aspirations of the international community in the
field of disarmament. The Group expresses its concern that the Conference of
Disarmameant hag haan unahle in igks up cubstaniiva work on tha hasis of an
agrezd programme of work since 1299, in spite of the demonstrated flexibifity shown

by the Group towards a number of formal and informal propesals introduced.

Thé Group reaffirms its readinsss io participate consiructively in all efforts aimed at
raaching agreement on a programms of work whlch is balanced and comprshensive
and reflects the priorities of afl the member States of the Conierence on
Disarmameant. in this coniexi, the G-21 refierates that the A-5 propesal, as contained
on documeni CD 1693/rev.1 of 5 September 2003, remains a viable basis for a
Programme of Work and that further consultations on this matter should be

continued.

=l

3

The Group reaffirms its proposal, as contained in documenis CD/1570 and CD/1571,

- on ths programme of work and a draft decision and mandate for the establishment of

an ad hoc commiites on nuclear disarmamsant,
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1"‘ Groun emphasizas thai nuclear disarmament ramains, as before, ine hi
ority for the Conifarenca on Disarmament. I stresses the imporiance oi
‘imination of ths possibiiity of nuclzar war, the fhreats to humanity derived from

tinusd \,x:m,nc: of nuclear weapons and the poessible use or threat of use o

tal sliminaiion of
ecd o commancs
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nuciear weapons. It undarscores the need to accompiish the io

nuc,ear weapons and amphasizes, in this regard, the urgeni ne
nagouaiions without delay.

(CJ

The Group further expresses its serious concam aboui the lack of expscied progress
following thz unaquivocal undertaking by nuclear-wsapon States io accompl ish the
total elimination of ihair nuclear arsenals leading to nuclear disarmamsni, made
during tha 2000 NPT Review Conferancs

The Group has alrsady exprassed, in document CD/1549, iis pesition with regard o
ihe ssiablishmeant of an ad hoc commiiize under agenda itam 1. entitlad ‘Cessation
f he nuclsar arms racs and nuclear disarmamant, which shall negotiaie on ins
a f tha report of the spacial coordinaior (CD/1288) and the mandate coniainad
muliilaizral, intarnationally and sffactively varifiabls
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treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclsar weapons or other nuclear
:xp[obrvu asvicas.
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Morsovar, tha G21 reaffirms its proposal, as contained in Documents CD/1570 and
CD/1571 on the programme of work and a draft decision including a mandaie for the
establishment of an ad hoc commitise on “Pravention of an amms race in outer
spacs” to negotiaie spscific and concrete measures for the pravention of an arms
race in ouier spacs. '

ha G21 would like to reiterate that Outer Space is a common heritage of mankind
nd must be used, explored and vilized for the banefit and interest of all mankind in
spirit of cooperation. Tha pravention of an arms race in ouier spaca has assumead
greater urgency because of lagitimate concarns that existing legal insirumenis are
inadequate fo deter imminant attempts for further militarization of outer space.
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While various approacheq exist, the Group “xpresses it ii
conclude a universal = i Ivgdlly bindir g instrument on
nuclear-weapon Siates should bz puraued.
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s to [‘II"‘lpa s
consiructively in i the programme OF WOTK.
Tha Group urges oiher groups to dispiay matching flexibility and call upon the
President of the Conference {o inisnsily sfforts aimead at finding agreement on a
programms of work, so that the substantive work of the Conference can commencs
without delay, in accordance with the rules of procadure.

Thank you.



