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Statement by the President of the 
Conference on Disarmament, Tim Caughley (New Zealand)

on 3 March 2005

Dear Colleagues

As foreshadowed in my opening statement to this conference last week, I am conducting a series of bilateral consultations with members. I am meeting with all countries that are willing to see me. DDA is making these appointments on my behalf. Every member of the Conference is on DDA’s list.

As I indicated, the focus of my consultations remains the “food for thought” non-paper put forward by the previous President, Ambassador Chris Sanders, in his personal capacity. As members know, this paper has no other status – for instance, it does not, simply by virtue of my using it as a consultation tool, supersede previous formal proposals tabled in the CD. But it is serving to provide me with a convenient and useful vehicle for testing the level of flexibility in the Conference.

As of this morning, I have met with representatives of 22 countries, or about one-third of the membership.

Yesterday afternoon regional coordinators also reported back to me informing me of the outcome of, or progress in, group discussions.  I am grateful for their ongoing efforts.

Obviously, it is too early for me to draw any conclusions. I have, however, formed some initial impressions. Based only on my bilateral consultations, these are:

· There is an overwhelming concern to get down to real work.

· There is an overwhelming concern to get down to work on one or more of the four core topics, coupled with a widespread readiness to be flexible; flexible, that is, on a mutually reciprocal basis. That flexibility has been registered in several ways – through a willingness to contemplate further development of the Five Ambassadors’ proposal or through the approach taken in the Food for Thought non-paper. As I have just noted, the readiness to be flexible depends on the readiness of every member of the Conference to be flexible. In this regard, I have received widespread support for my quest that opposing positions be coupled not only with explanations, but also with alternative, workable solutions.

· There is overwhelming support for my approach to Presidential continuity, and I will be making a point of briefing my successors as President as fully as possible.

· There is widespread regret that it was not possible to appoint the four Special Coordinators as identified by the previous President.

· There is widespread support for my efforts to enhance transparency, including the presentation of a forthright report on the prospects for progress on agreeing a work programme.

· There is widespread recognition that progress in the CD will have a bearing on the NPT Review Conference.

As a result, and although I am mindful that I have two-thirds of the membership still to consult, I am greatly encouraged by the level of support for the directions pursued by the previous President and now by me, in the interests of breaking the impasse on the work programme as soon as possible this year. I am indebted to those colleagues I have consulted to date for their readiness to respond to the direct questions I have put to them.

I will complete my bilateral discussions next Friday. In the meantime, I continue to encourage the regional coordinators to consult their groups as they think appropriate.

Copies of these comments are available from the Secretariat.
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