
( 
l· 

Unofficial translation 

Statement 

by Sergei AJeinik, Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Belarus to the Conference of Disarmament 

Tt'ansparency and confidence-building measures (CBMs) in outer space 

Geneva, June 13,2006 

Belarus considers the Limited Test Ban Treaty of 1963, the Outer Space Treaty 
of 1967 the Moon Agreement of 1969, Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts of 
1968, Liability Convention of 1972 and Registration Convention of 1975 as key 
legally binding international instruments that regulate states activities in the field of 
space security. 

Besides, there is a complex of legally non-binding Principles on activities in 
space which have been developed by the COPUOS. 

Important additional sources for negotiators of CBMs are the Special Report of 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations on this topic (A/48/305), issued in 
November of 1993, the Code of Conduct Against Ballistic Missile Proliferation of 
2002, the European Code of Conduct for Space Debris Mitigation of 2004. A number 
of useful proposals also have been raised during UNISPASE-IIl, that took place in 
1999. 

Thus, the Belarus delegation ascertains that now there is a set of valuable ideas 
initiating development of additional confidence-building measures in outer space. 

The Belarusian side recognizes that new CBMs in outer space, in the first 
place, should be aimed at further strengthening of already existing international legal 
tools in the field of space law. 

We are convinced, that in order to avoid unnecessary duplication in the work, 
all drafting activities in this area should be carried out in close cooperation with all 
interested international instihltions, including the UNGA First and Forth Committees, 
the COPUOS and the Conference on Disarmament. 

Currently many states, research institutions as well as NGOs actively support 
the idea of adoption of Codes of Conduct on strengthening security in outer space. It 
is frequently underlined, that under conditions of lack of consensus between key 
powers concerning possibility of beginning of negotiations on draft Treaty on 
P AROS, approval of a tmi'..efSal Ci)de -of Conduct on CBMs--in--spaee sphere is the 
most feasible solution. 

Our state has the National program on peaceful research and space exploration. 
Belanls plans to launch its own satellite into a circumterrestrial orbit on June, 28, 
2006. 

In this counection, we recognize usefulness of adoption of the specified Codes 
of Conduct for strengthening space safety and security. Stich tools are especially 
important for increasing of transparency, resolution of a problem of space debris, as 



well as perfection of efficiency of monitoring systems on maintenance of safe traffics 
in a circumterrestrial space. 

At the same time, it is necessary to take into account that by their nature the 
specified Codes of Conduct are not legally binding. In this connection, Belams 
believes that real space security can be achieved only under condition of adoption of 
the universal Treaty on the Prohibition of Emplacement of Weapons in Outer Space. 

In our opinion, first real contribution to prevention of space weaponization is a 
voluntary pledge by the Russian Federation not to be the first to deploy a weapon of 
any kind in outer space. 

In this connection we would like to remind that on June, 23, 2005, Heads of 
States Parties to the Collective Security Treaty Organization - Armenia, Belams, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrghyzstan, Russia and Tadjikistan have made similar declarations. 

In view of the aforesaid, the Belarusian side supports joining this Moratorium 
by all states with space potential. 

We believe, that step-by-step strategy in the sphere of strengthening of space 
security will prove successful only if all states with space potential, will fefiain in 
practice from space weaponization, and steadily move towards the adoption of legally 
binding tools guaranteeing a total ban on emplacement of weapons in outer space. 


