


China stands for the conclusion of a new arms control agreement on
outer space in order to prevent the placement of weapons in outer space
and the use or threat of force against space objects (CD/1679). Due to the
complex nature of verification of outer space activities, which bears on
the security interests of all countries, as well as to technical and financial
constraints of verification, currently it is extremely difficult to negotiate a
verification provision. For the time being, to put on hold the verification
issue until conditions are ripe, and to negotiatc a treaty without
verification provisions couid be a practical alternative. Thus TCBMs
could supplement the above-mentioned new treaty to a certain extent, and
would enhance the confidence of state parties in treaty compliance. Of
course, The TCBMs mentioned in CD/1679 are still sketchy and will be
enriched by incorporating more consensus views from in-depth
discussions under way. The final legal language on TCBMs in the treaty
will be worked out through the joint efforts of all parties.

The purpose of TCBMs is to promote trust through reducing
misperceptions, and to preserve stability by preventing conflicts.
Therefore, the principle of undiminished security for all and voluntarism
should be observed. More detailed views and suggestions on TCBMs
have been reflected in CD/1778 jointly prepared by China and Russia.

China’s space activities have proceeded with a high degree of
transparency. China has acceded to the Registration Convention and
provides data on our space launching activities as required. When a
satellite is launched in our country, China reports publicly its type and
functions in a timely manner. The information on China’s manned space
flight was particularly detailed, with worldwide live broadcast of video
images of Shenzhou Spacecraft’s launch, movement in orbit and return to
the carth. The White Paper of China’s Space Activities issued on 22
November 2000 by the Information Office of the State Council of the
PRC stated the purpose, current status, and the framework of China’s
peaceful development of space technologies, as well as the plan of
enhancing international cooperation in this regard. The updated version of
the White Paper will be issued this year.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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