


President

Let me congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency of the Conference and
assure you of our fuliest co-operation in the conduct of our work.

President

My delegation shares the concerns expressed by many delegations on the need to prevent
an arms race in outer space.

Ireland has been a member of the European Space Agency since its establishmentin 1875
and is an active participant in ESA programmes in space science, satellite communications
and navigation, and launcher development. Space plays an ever larger and important role
in the daily lives of all countries. We In Ireland are increasingly dependent on services
provided from outer space. In addition, we acknowledge that earth observation provides a
level of assurance concerning the conduct and intentions of states that is essential to the
maintenance of global security. In our view nothing should be permitted to jeopardize all
these vital activities in outer space. Accordingly, as Austria - speaking for the European
Union - said last week on our behalf, we believe that these activities should be developed
in a peaceful environment and that an arms race in outer space should be prevented. My
delegation has consistently said that we would like to see this Conference embark without
delay on a process that could lead to an agreement to prohibit the weaponisation of outer
space.

However, pending progress on such an initiative, we believe that there are a number of
measures that could be taken to increase transparency in space activities and otherwise to
build confidence in the peaceful intentions of all space- faring states. In our view such
measures would provide enhanced security for every State.

President

All of us in this room accepted at the last General Assembly that “transparency in military
matters is an essential element for building a climate of trust and confidence between
States worldwide and that a better flow of objective information on military matters can
help to relieve international tension and is therefore an important contribution to conflict
prevention.” We believe that this principle applies as much to the prospect of developing
and deploying weapons for use in outer space or against objects placed in outer space as it
does to other weapon systems.

Like others Ireiand believes that greater transparency in space activities by states will be
instructive with regard to governmental actions, intentions and capabilities. This can only
assist in ensuring that some states do not react to perceived threats on the basis of worst-
case assumptions that may only serve to hasten the arms race we all wish to avoid. For
this reason Ireland joins others in urging all space-faring states to consider the many
useful transparency and other confidence-building measures that have been proposed here
and elsewhere, including most recently by the Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission
chaired by Dr. Hans Blix. :

In particular we are attracted to suggestions that:
» States should be encouraged to provide advance notice of all space launches;

« states should declare unilaterally that they will not flight-test or deploy weapons in
outer space;

¢ they should declare moratoria on the production and testing of anti-sateliite
weapons that cause debris in orbit; and

+ active consideration should be given to establishing ~ by code of conduct or
otherwise - a requirement to observe minimum exclusion zones around satellites
in orbit and other space safety rules.

We believe that these measures would significantly enhance confidence among states in
the continuing peaceful use of outer space to the benefit of all countries. We also suspect
that work by all of us on such ideas may serve to foster an environment of trust that will
be conducive to the negotiation of a multilateral agreement on PAROS itself. For our part
we stand ready to work with others at the CD and elsewhere on these important questions.



