


Before addressing the issue to which this session is dedicated: transparency and confidence 
building measures in outer space, I wish to make some remarks based on the intense and fruitfu l 
discussions we had in the past days on the general issue of the prevention of an arms race in outer 
spacc. M y delegation tull y identifies itself with the statement made by the distinguished 
Representative of Austria, Ambassador Petritsch, on behalf of the European Union. 

The question of a prevention of an arms race in outer space has been on the intemational 
agenda practicall y since the beginning of the space era and we thank the Secretariat for reminding 
us, through its very useful documentation, of the past efforts made within the CD to deal with this 
lssue. 

Meamngf ul work has already been done in the past by the CD especially within the 
framework of ad hoc Committees established from 1985 to 1994. This work could be a useful 
precedent and a term of reference for our future deliberations. 111e issue of PARaS is still relevant: 
the more the intemational community becomes dependent on outer space for its economic, 
scientific, security and developmental needs, the more important it is to operate in a safe and secure 
space environment. The danger represented by space debris in a possibl e hostile scenario is an 
additional source for major concem. Fortunately an arms race has not started yet; our deliberations 
in the CD may have been useful in avoiding it. But, as some delegations have indicated, it is 
preferable to prevent an arms race at the outset, rather than to counter it once it has been initiated. 

We cannot ignore the difficulties ahead which were correctly and eloquently highlighted by 
you, Me President, in your capacity as Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation both in 
your general statement and in your interesting remarks on scope and basic definitions. Litt le 
progress has been made in many years on those key issues. 

We still encounter difticulti es in reaching a consensus on the prevention of an arms race in 
outer space. For many delegations, including mine, an FMCT is the priority in the CD. But we 
heard no dissenting voice so far on the principle that the CD, as it conducts FMCT negotiations, 
could continue with work on other issues including PARaS. Moreover, my delegation 
acknowledges the value of the additi onal indications given by the delegations of Russia and China 
on August 7, 2003 on a possible PARaS mandate. Like other delegations we tInd them 
encouraging. 

Our deliberations cannot evolve in a vacuum. As mentioned by other delegations, and in 
particular by the distinguished Representative of Canada, we believe that the dialogue between the 
various bodies with an interest in outer space should be enhanced. I refer in particular to the UN 
Committee on the Peaceful uses of outer space. I suggest we consider the possibili ty of inviting 
the Chairman of that Committee to brief us on questions relevant to our work including the issue of 
space debris at the appropriate time. 
Mr. President, 

Now that we have initiated substantive work under your able chairmanship we must also 
think about how to sustain our acti viti es in a credible way. Weshare the view expressed by our new 
Korean coll eague, Ambassador Chang Dong-hee, that "addressing this wi ll require building lip trust 
based on the existing commitments and taking a gradual approach, starting with addressing easily 
agreeable and immediate isslles and eventually leading lip to the more complex and diffi cult ones". 

The first, obvious step based on existing commitments should be - in our view - a wider 
adherence to the Outer Space Treaty which goes back to 1967. It was recalled during this session 
that only 98 countries have joined that Treaty so far. Not all CD members are party to it. It is high 
time we fill this " lacuna". Another option based on existing commitments, is the recent proposal, 
mentioned by our Swedish colleague Ambassador Borsiin Bonnier and put forward recently in the 
Report of the International Commission on Weapons of Mass Destmction, of an additional protocol 
to the Outer Space Treaty prohibiting all weapons in outer space. 



Several delegations, including yours, Mr. President, have also mentioned the possibility of 
establishing a moratorium on placement of weapons on outer space. Such unilateral undertaking 
could be examined as a possible confidence building measure which could propitiate further 
progress. 
Mr. President, 

The EU Presidency recognized a growing convergence of views on the elaboration of 
measures to strengthen transparency, confidence and security in the peaceful uses of outer space, 
and indicated that such measures should be discussed as a first step. Two resolutions of the General 
Assembly - 60/66 and 60/54 - mention confidence building measures in outer space. In particular 
resolution 60/66 is entirely dedicated to transparency and confidence building measures in outer 
space activities. The CD, and in particular its members who had voted in favour of it, should bllild 
on those documents. Resolution 60/66 reiterates the need for increased transparency and confirms 
the importance of confidence-building measures as conducive means of ensuring the attainment of 
the objective of the prevention of an arms race in outer space. It also invites all Member States to 
inform the Secretary General of their views on the advisability of further developing international 
outer space transparency and confidence building measures. We believe that our discussion today 
could be instrumental in encouraging responses by member states to the General Assembly's 
request. 

In its last report of 1994, the ad hoc Committee on Paros established by the CD noted that 
some delegations had proposed that the Committee develop a regime of notification of launches of 
space objects and ballistic missiles . "Rules of the road" relating to space debris, manoeuvres in 
outer space, or the establishment of "keep-out zones" were also mentioned. These measures could 
be considered even today. More recently, document CDIl778, dated 22 May 2006, makes a clear 
reference to transparency and confidence building measures as means to enhance mutual tmst and 
lists some of them such as: exchange of infonnation on space, experts visits, notifications of 
planned space craft launches and manoeuvres, consultations. 

Let me note, Mr. President, that some of thcse suggestions are already contemplated by an 
existing instmment. In its statement of last week, the EU Presidency mentioned that transparency . 
measures on the launching of objects into space is fundamental to space security and in this 
connection it underlined the role of the Hague International Code of Conduct. In fact the HCOC 
already contemplates annual declarations, pre-launch notifications, international observers on 
launch sites for Ballistic Missiles and Space Launch Vehicles. These measures of transparency and 
space confidence are relevant to our deliberations and complementary to an improved discipline in 
space management. It would be useful - we believe - if the rotating chainnan of the Hague Code of 
Conduct could address the Conference on Disarmament on these issues, in order to advance our 
work. 
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