





Several delegations, including yours, Mr. President, have also mentioned the possibility of
establishing a moratorium on placement of weapons on outer space. Such unilateral undertaking
could be examined as a possible confidence building measure which could propitiate further
progress. :

Mr. President, e :

The EU Presidency recognized a growing convergence of views on the elaboration of
measures to strengthen transparency, confidence and security in the peaceful uses of outer space,
and indicated that such measures should be discussed as a first step. Two resolutions of the General
Assembiy - 60/66 and 60/54 - mention confidence building measures in outer space.-In particular
resolution 60/66 is entirely dedicated to transparency and confidence building measures in outer
space activities. The CD, and in particular its members who had voted in favour of it, should build
on those documents. Resolution 60/66 reiterates the need for increased transparency and confirms
the importance of confidence-building measures as conducive means of ensuring the attainment of
the objective of the prevention of an arms race in outer space. It also invites all Member States to
inform the Secretary General of their views on the advisability of further developing international
outer space transparency and confidence building measures. We believe that our discussion today
could be instrumental in encouraging responses by member states to the General Assembly’s
request.

In its last report of 1994, the ad hoc Committee on Paros established by the CD noted that
some delegations had proposed that the Committee develop a regime of notification of launches of
space objects and ballistic missiles. “Rules of the road” relating to space debris, manoeuvres in
outer space, or the establishment of “keep-out zones” were also mentioned. These measures could
be considered even today. More recently, document CD/1778, dated 22 May 2006, makes a clear
reference to transparency and confidence building measures as means to enhance mutual trust and
lists some of them such as: exchange of information on space, experts visits, notifications of
planned space craft launches and manoeuvres, consultations.

Let me note, Mr. President, that some of these suggestions are already contemplated by an
existing instrument. In its statement of last week, the EU Presidency mentioned that transparency
measures on the launching of objects into space is fundamental to space security and in this
connection it underlined the role of the Hague International Code of Conduct. In fact the HCOC
already contemplates annual declarations, pre-launch notifications, international observers on
launch sites for Ballistic Missiles and Space Launch Vehicles. These measures of transparency and
space confidence are relevant to our deliberations and complementary to an improved discipline in
space management. [t would be useful - we believe - if the rotating chairman of the Hague Code of
Conduct could address the Conference on Disarmament on these issues, in order to advance our
work.



