








non-placement of weapons in outer space, wh ich is free of any so far. TCBMs would 
enhance the parties' confidence in compliance with the treaty obligations. 

By its nature, confidence building is a phased process. It is impossible to 
create a versatile or comprehensive model of TCBMs. They shou ld be tai lored to 
specific areas of activities. TCBMs may be formulated and applied by the States 
individually, bilaterally or multilaterally; they may be either voluntary or legally 
binding , if found necessary. Obviously, multilateral nature of TCBMs would 
substantially enhance their practical relevance. 

In our view, the experience gained by the Group of the UN govemmental 
experts in 1990-1993 could serve as a basis for updating our perceptions of TCBMs 
in outer space activities. Its report is a source of many ideas, which are still relevant 
today . Canada , France and a number of other States also tabled in the CD 
interesting proposals on TCBMs. 

We would like to offer some of our ideas on a package of TCBMs, which looks 
viable in the current conditions. This package is not inclusive and may serve as a 
starting point for further discussions. 

Possible TCBMs may be subdivided into several categories: 
a) measures aimed at enhancing transparency of outer space programs; 
b) measures aimed at expansion of information on outer space objects 

orbiting the Earth; 
c) measures related to the rules of conduct during outer space activities. 

Such measures can be implemented in various ways: exchange of 
information; demonstrations; notifications; consultations; thematic workshops, etc. 

1. Exchange of information on: 
the main directions of the States' outer space policy; 
major outer space research and use programs; 
orbital parameters of outer space objects. 

2. Demonstrations: 
experts visits , including visits to space launch sites , flight command and 

control centers and other facilities of outer space infrastructure; 
invitation of observers to launches of spacecraft; 
demonstration of rocket and space technologies. 

3. Notifications of: 
the planned spacecraft launch; 
the scheduled spacecraft maneuvers which may result in dangerous 

proximity to spacecraft of other States; 
the beginning of descent from orbit of unguided outer space objects 

and the pred icted impact areas on the Earth ; 
the return from orbit into atmosphere of a guided spacecraft; 
the return of a spacecraft with a nuclear source of power on board , in 

case of malfunction and an ensuing danger of radioactive materials descent to the 
Earth. 

4. Consultations: 
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to clarify the provided information on outer space research and use 
programs; 

on ambiguous situations, as well as other issues of concern ; 
to discuss the implementation of the agreed TCBMs in outer space 

activities. 

5. Thematic workshops: 
on various outer space research and use issues, organized on a 

bilateral or multilateral basis, with the participation of scientists, diplomats, military 
and technical experts. 

Such measures could be incorporated into the new treaty on the prevention of 
placement of weapons in outer space, threat or use of force against outer space 
objects. 

The above considerations were included in the Russia-China working paper 
CDf1778 circulated recently. 

The development of TCBMs in outer space activities both at the Conference 
on Disarmament and within the UN may serve as an important consolidating factor in 
matters of outer space, produce practical results in building a cautious and 
responsible approach to exploration and use of outer space and in ensuring security 
of outer space activities. 


