


As pointed out in working paper CD/1778, the unilateral or joint commitment by states not to
place weapons and to prevent an arms race in outer space would probably be the most
important such confidence building measure.

Mr President,

Allow me to comment further on some of the concrete TCBMs that are mentioned in the
working paper CD/1778.

-In the paper TCBMs are categorized as measures aimed at enhancing transparency in outer
space programs, transparency on outer space objects in orbits, or measures related to the rules
of conduct during outer space activities. A fourth such category could, in my view, be
bilateral or multilateral co-operative outer space projects, including common space-related
infrastructure.

- As regards exchange of information, we see no major obstacles to the steps proposed. The
exchange of information on programs related to military activities would probably need to be
mainly qualitative in its nature, with less emphasis on the quantitative aspects. Exchange of
information on commercial space programs would of course have to take into account the
neced to preserve key business interests.

- Demonstrations, such as voluntary, but systematic, invitations for experts to launch sites etc,
would be a significant contribution to transparency and confidence building.

- The ideas put forward on further elaboration of notification schemes, as well as the full
implementation of such existing agreements, have in principle our support. However, some of
the concepts need further elaboration. For instance the concept of “manoeuvres that may
result in dangerous proximity” is open to various interpretations and would need further
discussion.

- Mechanisms for consultations would serve many essential purposes, as pointed out in the
working paper. One simple measure to facilitate such consultations would be the appointment
of national points of contact.

- Thematic workshops would certainly contribute towards building relations and
understanding between individual scientists and experts, but may not significantly affect the
level of confidence between states.

Mr. President,

In conclusion, Sweden is ready to participate in the discussions in relevant fora on further
CBMs in outer space related activities. We welcome such a pragmatic step-by-step approach
to enhancing space security and we hope that this approach will contribute to furthering our
deliberations on outer space issues also in the Conference on Disarmament.

I thank you.




