














The international community has long been concerned about the paralysis of
the Conference on Disarmament. However, this year, under the P6 initiative,
it has come to our attention that the CD held substantive discussions on
many various issues including a Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT).
The results of the focused debates have given us a certain amount of
optimism. While welcoming this shift, I strongly desire this will lead to
further action. I hope that you overcome the past, backward-looking
situation of preventing progress through linkages and clear the way for a
future circle of positive growth in which each agenda item is advanced

according to its ripeness.

In particular, we believe the proposal put forward by the United States on an
FMCT has a counstructive significance. This is a treaty that was agreed to in
the “Principles and Objectives for Nuclear Non-proliferation and
Disarmament” at the 1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference, which I
attended as the Foreign Minister of Japan, as a multilateral disarmament and
non-proliferation measure to follow the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT). The international community has earnestly craved for the
immediate commencement of negotiations on an FMCT, and those feelings

are only intensifying.

Of course, countries have different views concerning the draft treaty itself in
its current state, but these differences should be resolved in the negotiations

through the exchange of ideas and thoughts. In order to seize the



momentum given birth to during this year’s sessions and start actual
negotiations in the new sessions next year, I hope that each country makes
their utmost efforts to build consensus, even after the end of this year’s

formal sessions.

Yesterday, I had a chance to visit the Museum of Art and History in Geneva,
where many artillery shells, pistols and swords are displayed in locked glass
cases. I am hopeful that all the nuclear weapons in the entire world will be

similarly stored in locked glass cases at the earliest possible date.

Finally, I would like to conclude by saying that the world is watching and
anticipates momentous results next year from the Conference on

Disarmament.

Thank you



