











approaches at the outset risk delaying the beginning of
negotiations.

Mr. President,

The growing dependence of our societies on space
activities, for instance, on communication, navigation,
remote monitoring and weather forecast, recommends that we
engage in the discussion of ways and means to preserve the
outer space from an armsg race and ‘“weaponization”.

For Brazil, a developing country of continental
dimensions engaged in a civilian space program, access to an
outer space free of weapons 1s essential for our
development. A free-weapon space is the only way to avoid
the uncertainties and risks to space assets and to ensure
that the exploration and use of outer space would be carried
only for peaceful purposes. For this purpose, we are ready
to engage on the upcoming structured debate on PAROS.

Mr. President,

Brazil had the honor of presiding over the VII Review
Conference of the Non-Proliferation Treaty and, for this
reascn, has now the responsibility to start the new cycle of
the review of the Treaty (2007-2010), by presenting a draft
resolution for the congideration of the next UN General
Assembly, late in 2006.

It is not my intention here to try to assess the
reasons that led us to the frustrating outcome of the VII
Review Conference, in spite of the efforts made by its
President, Ambassador Sergio Duarte, of Brazil, the bureau
and the great majority of delegations. Such lack of positive
results, begides generating the sense of a missed
opportunity, contributed to the wrong perception that the
Treaty is no longer able to attain its original objectives.

The dismantling of the NPT would be nothing less than
disastrous. It is imperative that all Parties to the Treaty
muster the necessary resolve to avoid further damage to the

multilateral system of peace and security. We invite all



Members of the Treaty to engage constructively in the
process of preparation for the next NPT Review Conference.

Mr. President,

Substantive progress in the Conference on Disarmament
would certainly contribute to restore the centrality of the
NPT 1in promoting the permanent strengthening of the
international disarmament and non proliferation regime. We
would all, nuclear weapon States and non nuclear weapon
States, benefit from it.

Thank you.



