








reaching almost 74. Therefore, it is an urgent task for the international
community to pass down their experiences and stories to future generations.
We must sustain and improve our efforts to draw the attention of the people
and decision makers to the true nature of nuclear weapons.

In this context, I would like to reiterate the importance of disarmament
education. Education may sound too narrow to express the broad spectrum of
items which are required to promote disarmament education. Not only
education in schools but also public lectures and forums, training courses for
diplomats, seminars and other endeavors help to raise the awareness of the
terrible nature of nuclear weapons.

This year in Hiroshima witnessed a new activity in which a group of mostly
amateur foreigner performers acted out the horrors of atomic bombs. Not
only did it catch the keen attention of the public, but it also helped deepen
understanding about the affects of nuclear weapons to those people with only
limited text-book knowledge of the events. This year too we have the

pleasure of inviting the United Nations Disarmament Fellows to Japan. We

also welcome the little ambassadors for peacé from Nagasaki who are
sharing the painful experiences of ‘hibakusha’ and trying to warn the world
about the threat of nuclear weapons. We all appreciate these efforts and
reaffirm our commitment to advance awareness raising which may be a more
rapid and practical way of attaining security assurances.



