





6. The Shannon mandate clearly delineated the parameters for G
negotiating an FMCT. It also reflected the consensus within the
international community over the basic goal of the Treaty, as
embodied in the 1993 General Assembly resolution, and defined the
character of the treaty that was to emerge from the negotiations:
it must be non-discriminatory, multilateral and internationally
and effectively verifiable. The issue of verifiability of the
treaty, as indeed any issues, could be raised during the
negotiations. Since the principle of consensus would determine any
outcome of these negotiations, delegations that have varying
perspectives on different issues should be able to join the
negotiations on the basis of the existing mandate, as agreed in
1995, and again in 1998.

7. India continues to believe that any treaty banning the
production of fissile material must be non-discriminatory: it must
stipulate the same cobligations and responsibilities for all
States. While the nature, extent and mechanisms for verification
shall no doubt be determined during the negotiationsg, we believe
that an FMCT should incorporate a verification mechanism in order
to provide the assurance that all States party to it are complying
with their obligations under the Treaty. Full compliance by all
States with their obligations under internatiocnal insgtruments to
which they are party is critical to the achievement of the goals
envisaged in these instruments. When a State consents to adhere to
an instrument, it wants to be assured that other States parties to
that instrument are also complying with their obligations.
Verification, which serves the dual purpose of detection and
deterrence, provides that assurance. Absence of a verification
mechanism may engender lack of confidence in compliance with the
treaty, encourage wilful non-compliance, and lead to allegations
and counter-allegations of non-compliance.

8. As regards the scope of the treaty, we should be guided by
the General Assembly resolution of 1993, which expressed the
conviction that FMCT would be a significant contribution to
nuclear non-proliferation in all its aspects. An FMCT must be a
treaty for banning the future production of fissile material for
nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices.

9. We hope that our deliberations on the subject during this
week, and later on the remaining agenda issues, will contribute to
reaching an understanding on CD’'s programme of work.



