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Thank you, Mr. President, 

As this is the fir st time that I take the floor under your Presidency, please allow me to also 
congratulate you - and your country, Romania - for presiding over the Conference on 
Disarmament. 

Mr. President, 

The history of the international community's efforts to achieve a ban on the production of 
fissile materral for nuclear weapons is well known. As far back as 1993, the UN General 
Assembly adopted a resoluti on that expressed the conviction that "a non-discriminatory, 
multilateral and internationally and effectively verifiable treaty banning the production of 
fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices would be a signif icant 
contribution to nuclear non-proliferation in all its aspects" . 

We are all familiar with Ambassador Gerald Shannon's 1995 report to the CD on the most 
appropriate arrangement to negotiate a Fissile M aterial Treaty. We are equally aware of the 
call in the "Principles and Objectives" of the 1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference to 
commence negoti ations on a Fissile Material Treaty, as well as the agreement reached at the 
2000 NPT Review Conference on the necessity of negotiations in the Conference on 
Disarmament on such a Treaty. In fact, the Final Document of the 2000 Review Conference 
also urged the CD to agree on a Programme of Work which includes the immediate 
commencement of negotiations on a Fissile Material Treaty with a view to its conclusion 
within f ive years. 

The Shannon Report, and the mandate contained therein, is already more than ten years old. 
In addition, the call to conclude negotiations on an FMT within fi ve years is itself already 
almost six years old. Over the years, we have held endless discussions on fi ssile material 
without much progress. Needless to say, the talks about commencing negotiations have 
remained just that: talks. 

M r. President, 

Fissile material , such as plutonium or highly enriched uranium, is essential for producing 
nuclear weapons. The control of such material will therefore directly impact upon the control 
of prol iferation. It furthermore appears logical that a ban on the production of fi ssile material 
for nuclear weapons would be an important step on the road towards nuclear disarmament 
and the goal of a world free of nuclear weapons. A Fissile Material Treaty would reinforce 
the ideals of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and would also 
complement the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. Given all this, Mr. President, it 
must surely be obvious that if we are seri ous about nuclear disarmament and nuclear non­
proliferation, we cannot afford to wait any longer to commence negotiations on an FMT. 

Like the history of the fissile material issue, CD members are equally aware of the problems 
- past and present - that have complicated effort s to reach agreement on negotiations on a 
Fissile Material Treaty. Issues such as the mandate of the Subsidiary Body in CD, the vexed 
"linkage" question, the scope of the Treaty and whether or not to include past production and 
stockpiles -- and more recently -- doubts about its verifiability , have all combined to make the 
progress on negotiations a difficult and arduous process. 
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Whilst these issues arc by no means insignificant, they can all be overcome when the 
necessary political will exists to do so. We all know the old saying that "where there is a will, 
there is a way". What is required in CD is the political will of member States to embark upon 
negotiations. My delegation would therefore appeal to all members to remain actively 
engaged in the FMT issue with a view to seeking solutions and compromises that will allow 
this political will to materialize and make it poss ible for this body to finally, and at long last, 
achieve the successful negotiation of a Fiss ile Material Treaty. 

Mr. Pres ident, 
, " 

On South Africa's part, we have inter alia endeavoured to contribute to the FMT debate by 
our interventions in the various multilateral disarmament and non-proliferation fora, our 
support for various UN resolutions and by actively encouraging negotiations on a Fiss ile 
Material Treaty. To this end we also submitted a Working Paper to the Conference on 
Disarmament containing reflections on the possible scope and requirements of a Fissile 
Material Treaty. The Working Paper was distributed as CD/1671 dated 28 May 2002 and is 
available to all delegations. Whilst all members might perhaps not necessarily agree with 
every aspect addressed in the Paper, we nevertheless hope that it will continue to provide 
"food-for-thought" that may facilitate and stimulate discussions - and hopefully negotiations 
- on a Fissile Material Treaty. 

South Africa believes that a Fissile Material Treaty must be negotiated without any further 
delay. In a nutshell, such a treaty should bc the product of multilateral negotiations, be non­
discriminatory and verifiabl e, and fulfill both nuclear disarmament and nuclear non­
proliferation objectives. Al though cognizant of the difficulties associated with the past 
production of fissile material, we believe that stocks should be included in the Treaty. 

Mr. President, 

South Africa believes that the negotiation of a Fissile Material Treaty is a long overdue 
"missing ingredient" in the nuclear disarmament and nuelear non-proliferation context. We 
also believe that we in the Conference on Disarmament have both an opportunity and a duty 
to address thi s matter. We therefore need to sct aside our differences and break with the past 
to move forward on negotiations. We need more action and less talk. Let us do so now. 

In closing, Mr. Pres ident, 

My delegation welcomes the opportunity to participate in this debate in the CD on a Fissile 
Matcrial Treaty. We will follow the deliberations with keen interest, also those that may not 
necessaril y be conducted in plenary. Following this general intervention, my delegation 
intends to also participate in the focused structured debates on the various clements that have 
been identified by you. 

I thank you. 


