





Whilst these issues arc by no means insignificant, they can all be overcome when the
necessary political will exists to do so. We all know the old saying that “wherc there is a will,
there is a way”. What is required in CD is the political will of member States to embark upon
negotiations. My delegation would therefore appeal to all members to remain actively
engaged in the FMT issue with a view to seeking solutions and compromises that will allow
this political will to materialize and make it possible for this body to finally, and at long last,
achieve the successful negotiation of a Fissile Material Treaty.

Mr. President,

On South Africa’s part, we have inter alia endeavoured to contribute to the FMT debate by
our interventions in the various multilateral disarmament and non-proliferation fora, our
support for various UN resolutions and by actively encouraging negotiations on a Fissile
Material Treaty. To this end we also submitted a Working Paper to the Conference on
Disarmament containing reflections on the possible scope and rcquirements of a Fissile
Material Treaty. The Working Paper was distributed as CD/1671 dated 28 May 2002 and is
available to all delegations. Whilst all members might perhaps not necessarily agree with
every aspect addressed in the Paper, we nevertheless hope that it will continue to provide
“food-for-thought” that may facilitate and stimulate discussions — and hopefully negotiations
—on a Fissile Material Treaty.

South Africa believes that a Fissile Material Treaty must be negotiated without any further
delay. In a nutshell, such a treaty should be the product of multilateral negotiations, be non-
discriminatory and verifiable, and fulfill both nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-
proliferation objectives. Although cognizant of the difficulties associated with the past
production of fissile material, we believe that stocks should be included in the Treaty.

Mr. President,

South Africa believes that the negotiation of a Fissile Material Treaty is a long overdue
“missing ingredicnt” in the nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation context. We
also believe that we in the Conference on Disarmament have both an opportunity and a duty
to address this matter. We therefore need to set aside our differences and break with the past
to move forward on negotiations. We need more action and less talk. Let us do so now.

In closing, Mr. President,

My delegation welcomes the opportunity to participate in this debate in the CD on a Fissile
Material Treaty. We will follow the deliberations with keen interest, also those that may not
necessarily be conducted in plenary. Following this general intervention, my delegation
intends to also participate in the focused structured debates on the various clements that have
been identified by you.

I thank you.



