








How Might We Proceed? 

16. Clearly there is no shortage of important issues that will have to be 
discussed in any negotiation for a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty. In the past - in 
the nineteen-nineties - some states wanted to agree a mandate for the 
negotiations that would specify from the beginning what subjects should be 
included in the negotiation and what subjects should be excluded from the 
negotiations. 

17. We are not sure this approach makes sense any more. Time has passed 
since previous debates about an appropriate mandate for the negotiations. And it 
now seems to us that the best way of moving forward is simply to get 
negotiations started without pre-conditions. Once they have started we can 
discuss all the issues I have mentioned and begin working to reconcile all the 
different points of view into a workable and worthwhile Treaty. 

18. The Conference on Disarmament and its predecessors have managed 
equally difficult tasks on previous occasions. The Eighteen Nation Disarmament 
Committee had to reconcile a wide disparity of views to produce the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, and the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament 
was able to produce the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention. This 
Conference on Disarmament has itself met equally challenging tasks in 
producing the Chemcial Weapons Convention and the Comprehensive Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty. 

19. So we know that multilateral diplomacy can produce extremely worthwhile 
arms control agreements - indeed that this very Conference can do so. But of 
course it will not be able to do this in future unless it agrees at least to start 
negotiations on another achievable and worthwhile topic. It seems to us that the 
Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty is just such as achievable and worthwhile topic. 

The UK Example 

20. And I think in the United Kingdom we can fairly argue that we have not 
merely talked about the desirability of a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty but have 
also taken a series of steps to pave the way for one. 

21. In April 1995 we announced that we had ceased the production of fissile 
material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. In July 1998 
we went further: we announced the size of our stocks of fissile material for 
defence purposes and also announced that some of them were no longer 
needed for these purposes and would therefore be placed under safeguards. 



22. Also in 1998 we announced our intention that all planned enrichment and 
reprocessing in the UK would take part under international safeguards. Since 
then these activities have duly been covered by EURATOM safeguards under 
the EURATOM Treaty and also been liable to IAEA safeguards under our 
Voluntary Offer safeguards agreement with the IAEA and EURATOM. And on 30 
April 2004 we also brought an Additional Protocol to this agreement into force. 
Thus all our facilities that could produce high enriched uranium or plutonium are 
now under international safeguards arrangements. 

23. We have also taken steps to be more transparent about our remaining 
stocks offissile material for defence purposes. In April 2000 we published a 
paper on our past production of plutonium for defence purposes. And in March 
of this year we fulfilled an earlier commitment to complement this with a further 
paper on our stocks of high enriched uranium for defence purposes. We have 
also supported various international efforts that are underway to reduce existing 
stocks of high enriched uranium and plutonium that were formerly used for 
weapons purposes. 

24. The United Kingdom, in short, has not simply been talking about the 
importance of fissile material issues; we have also been taking practical and 
sustained action to reflect our words in our deeds. 

Conclusion 

25. It should therefore come as no surprise if I conclude by reiterating our 
commitment to negotiations for a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty. We all know 
why it is important to achieve such a Treaty, we all know what issues need to be 
negotiated to reach agreement on such a Treaty, and we all know how such a 
Treaty can be negotiated by this Conference if we all set our minds to it. It is the 
United Kingdom's view that we should now just get on and do it. Thank you very 
much. 
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