Intervention by Ambassador Paul Meyer of Canada at CD Plenary, August 22, 2006
Mr President, 

Allow me first to congratulate you on assuming the Presidency and to wish you good luck to bring this year to a productive close. 

We had hoped that there would have been some provision in your schedule of activity for a dedicated session to evaluate the major innovation the CD had this year: namely, the six presidents’ initiative of which you are the last representative. I have already raised this point during our informal plenary of August 15 under the Senegalese Presidency and am now reiterating it in the formal plenary today. 

We recognise that the priority of your presidency is to conclude the report that is to be forwarded to the General Assembly and we are confident that this factual report can be agreed upon in good order and in good time. I think completing this official task, which has more of an administrative than a substantive character, should not prevent us, however, from engaging separately in a collective informal assessment of this year’s experiment and what it suggests for our future. 

I think it is generally recognised that next year demands a quantitatively and qualitatively higher performance of this body.  Notwithstanding the improvements the P6 brought this year, a mere repetition of this year’s timetable of activity in 2007 would fall far short of expectations. I think it would be healthy for this Conference to exchange views on the pluses and minuses of the P6 approach and to express the expectations of delegations for next year. I can only think that you and the incoming President, our South African colleague, as well as the subsequent Presidents, would find such a discussion extremely useful as you collectively plot the future course of this Conference. 

Thank you
