





However, we arc ready to engage in the discussions without a bias, with an open
mind and with respect for positions of other members of the CD, but at the same
time cxpecting from our partners in this enterprise a reciprocal open-mindedness —
allowing us at the end of the year to draw some firm conclusions as to where to
begin our Programme of Work 1n the year 2007. Otherwise this ycar would amount
to another exercise in futility.

Mr. Chairman,

I heard that the CD has been referred to in the past as being “The Best Club in
Town”. Without irony, that is. Surely that habit started a couple of decades ago,
when the CD was a focal point in international politics. But even in that former
context this self-qualification might have been a bit embarrassing. Whoever feels
the urge for a round of what the French call so aptly “on se félicite”, is probably in
need for some recognition or another. Still, we should set our standards high, and
as a newcomer | would say: “Noblesse oblige”. Frankly speaking; in a world that is
becoming ever more dangerous, there is no place for a CD that lounges about; or to
say it in French again: “Dans un monde qui se déchire, il n’y a point de place pour
un Conférence qui danse”.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman



