


Mr. Chainmm, 

Let me come straight to the point. 
My country is pleased by the efforts shown by the six Presidencies (P6) to work 
closely together in preparations for the upcoming sessions of tile CD. Especially 
the efforts towards a timetable of activities for the whole year and in particular the 
agreement on the appointment of six "Friends of the Chair", are new and welcome 
developments that should help the CD to make better use of time and resources. 

However, we can't close our eyes for the increasing pressure on the CD to finally , 
after more than eight years ofpitiful inertia, in a world that is rapidly becoming 
more dangerous, start doing what it is here for. That is negotiating disarmament 
and non-proliferation treaties. 

With that in mind, Illy authorities strongly �w�i�~�h� the CD to come down straight to 
business and not lose time on ritual repeat exercises as we have seen in past years. 
It is not necessary at all to again devote the CD sessions under the first Presidency 
to talks on an Agenda all of us know, and on discussions what to discuss during the 
rest of the year as we have done already so often before. 

In each of the more recent proposals for a ProgranU11e of Work, whether formal or 
informal, the same four issues emerge. Everybody knows them: a Fissile Material 
Cut-off Treaty (FMCT), Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space (PAROS) , 
Nuclear Disarmament, and Negative Security Assurances (NSAs). We all know 
these are the issucs Delegations would want to discuss during this year. 

So why beat around the bush? Why repeat the ritual dance of "discussing what to 
discuss". Wlly don't the P6 propose right away a timetable for the four issues Ijust 
mentioned so as to allow discussions to start early on, and of course doing so with 
inbuilt ±1exibility, including the possibility for Delegations that wish to do so, to 
introduce Other Issues. 

This would create the conditions for much-needed momentum in the CD that could 
indeed pave the way for a common tmderstanding as to what issues are ripe for 
immediate negotiations and which ones deserves further study and re±1ection. 

The Netherlands has never disguised that it is ready to start negotiating an FMCT. 
We think this can start tomorrow, as we consider it to be the most urgent issue to 
be addressed. 



However, we arc ready to engage in the discussions without a bias, with an open 
mind and with respect for positions of other members of the CD, but at the same 
time expecting from our partners in this enterprise a reciprocal open-111 i ncledness -
allowing us at the end of the year to draw some finn conclusions as to where to 
begin our Programme of Work in the year 2007. Othetwise this year would amoLlnt 
to another exercise in futility. 

Mr. Chairman, 

I heard that the CD has been refelTed to in the past as being "The Best Club in 
Town". Without irony, that is. Surely that habit started a couple of decades ago, 
when the CD was a focal point in international politics. But even in that fanner 
context this self-qualification might have been a bit embarrassing. Whoewr feels 
the urge for a round of what the French call so aptly "on se f6licite", is probably in 
need for some recognition or another. Still , we should set our standards high, and 
as a newcomer 1 would say: "Noblesse oblige". Frankly speaking; in a world that is 
becoming ever more dangerous, there is no place for a CD that lounges about; or to 
say it in French again: "Dars un monde qui se dechire, il n'y a point de place [Jour 
un Conference qui clanse". 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman 


