





Excellencies,

While introducing our plans for the CD in 2006, I should also express my expectations with
reference to your participation in this year’s session. It is my sincere hope that you shall all have
a role to play in reviving the substantive work of the Conference.  Working papers, CD official
documents create ground for substantive work. Regrettably, last year only 2 working papers
on one agenda item were submitted as official CD documénts. Is that an expression of weakening
interest in substance?! I sincerely hope not. I would therefore encourage you to submit papers,
proposals and ideas. Only then the CD can really start to work. And let’s not use the argument that
everything has already been said and done in the CD. The world outside changes, our approach
to address CD issues — while preserving principle positions — can also change. I invite you, as well
as the NGO disarmament community, to take part in the creation of substance for future work
of the Conference.

I would also encourage delegations to organise side-events on issues of particular interest
to them. That could further deepen our understanding of the issues present on the Conference table.
That would also be a good opportunity for academic and civil sociely engagement
in our deliberations on the substance of the CD.

Dear Colleagues,

It is an honour for me to preside over the work of a body which gathers the best of diplomatic
talents and disarmament experts. As I said at the outset, I count on your support and co-operation.
Only through common efforts we might prove to the outside world that the CD is not obsolete
and defunct.

Let us look around this Council Chamber. José Maria Sert’s paintings are calling to us:
Hope, Justice, Strength, Law, and Intelligence. Let us look up — joined hands, the Solidarity
of Peoples. The spirit of solidarity some 25 years ago led the Peoples of Central and Eastern Europe
to freedom and towards the end of the cold war. [ strongly hope that solidarity in this room will
allow us to achieve a breakthrough in the work of the Conference on Disarmament, with a view

to assuring security for all.

Thank you.
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