


Such a situation has been the cause of frll stration and resulted in quests for alternatives 
----- to the CD_ It was renected during the work of the First Committee----of the General -Assembly 

when a group of countries submitted the proposal to create Ad hoc Committees. 
This has undoubtedly put a certain amollnt of pressure on the states - members of the Conference. 
In response we should focus on finding an optimal way of achieving global security without 
impeding national security interests_ We cannot afford to waist the opportunity of reaching this goal. 

The Conference on Disarmament has its important role to play in assuring international 
security and peace. Its importance is particularly crucial today, in the era of multi-polar international 
relations. We are faced with diverse challenges to international security. To name but a few: 
the management and destruction of stockpiles of cold war era weapons, non-state actors 
and weapons of mass destruction. 

The role of the CD during the times of rivalry of two superpowers was instrumental. Today 
its role is substantial. Let me say it clearly - here in this Council Chamber - we can make 
a difference, we can lay the foundations for a better world tomorrow. We need to make every 
possible effort to break the stalemate within the CD. What we need is creativity, fl exibility 
and above all - political will to make this Conference live up to the challenges outside this room. 
And let me stress: the world outside will not wait until the CD adopts its programme of work. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

It is the duty of every CD president to seek consensus on the programme of work. I - and all 
Presidents in the 2006 session - will spare no effOlts to find possible ways to achieve it. For the past 
few days I have been conducting bilateral consultations with the delegations on the possibilities 
of adopting the programme of work. I will complete these consultations by 2 Febmary, but it seems 
that there is no change in the positions of countties. However, we have noted more flexibility 
and readiness for more creativity. I plan to invite delegates to conduct a debate based on the CD 
agenda to identify issues, which might constitute possibl y elements of future progran1llle of work. 

It should clearly be understood however that the main purpose of our work does not consist 
of adopting programmes of work. We are here to deal with issues, I repeat: ISSUES, which 
are crucial to the security of all. That is what I intend to focus on. My aim is to assist the Conference 
in identifying issues it could concentrate upon in order to answer the challenges in disarmament 
and in the non-proliferation area. 

The need to advance the work of the CD has prompted our initiative to invite all CD 
Presidents of the 2006 session to co-operate on the possible shape of this year's session and to assure 
continuity of actions by consecutive Presidents. We believe that by concerted actions CD Presidents 
can overcome the problem arising fonn the fragmentation of the CD session into 4-week periods. 
That is why we invited all CD Presidents of 2006 or the P6, for consultations with the groups' 
coordinators. The P6 also wishes to call upon Friends of the Presidents, who would assist us in 
infonnal consultations on the review of the agenda, the improvement of methods of work and later 
perhaps on other issues. 

Above all , the P6 wishes to provide the CD with a clear vision of the shape of the CD 
proceedings this year. We hope to be able announce it by the end of the Polish Presidency, in order 
to obtain a sufficient amount of time_.tQ.ptcpare for the.de.batcs, and �=�j�L �y�O�l�U�~�r�j�l�l� - to iI)vite <;l(l1erts 
from capitals. 

Let me commend here the Ambassadors of the Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Senegal and Slovakia for their effOlts in creating the P6. Let me also express hope 
for a further fruitful co-operation. 

As was done in previous years, I intend to issue invitations to Foreign Ministers and other 
high-level officials to come to the CD and address the delegates. We need to create an atmosphere 
in which the necessary political will might be achieved. Wc should also remember that such political 
wi ll is to be born in capitals, not in Geneva. The importancc of keeping high level officials aware 
of our work is therefore crucial. 
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Excellencies, 

While introducing Ollr plans for the CD in 2006, T should also express my expectations with 
reference to your participation in this year's session. It is my sincere hope that you shall all have 
a role to play in reviving the substantive work of the Conference . . Working papers, CD official 
documents create ground for substantive work. Regrettably, last year only 2 working papers 
on one agenda item were submitted as official CD documenECIs that an expression of weakening 
interest in substance?! I sincerely hope not. I would therefore encourage you to submit papers, 
proposals and ideas. Only then the CD can really start to work. And let's not use the argument that 
everything has already been said and done in the CD. The world outside changes, our approach 
to address CD issues - while preserving principle positions - can also change. I invite YOll, as well 
as the NGO disarmament community, to take part in the creation of substance for future work 
of the Conference. 

I would also encourage delegations to organise side-events on issues of particular interest 
to them. That could further deepen our understanding of the issues present on the Conference table. 
That would also be a good opportwlity for academic and civil society engagement 
in our deliberations on the substance of the CD. 

Dear Colleagues, 

It is an houour for me to preside over the work of a body which gathers the best of diplomatic 
talents and disarmament experts. As I said at the outset, I count on your support and co-operation. 
Only through common efforts we might prove to the outside world that the CD is not obsolete 
and deftmct. 

Let us look around this Council Chamber. Jose Maria Sert's paintings are calling to us: 
Hope, Justice, Strength, Law, and Intelligence. Let us look up - joined hands, the Solidarity 
of Peoples. The spirit of solidarity some 2S years ago led the Peoples of Central and Eastern Europe 
to freedom and towards the end of the cold war. T strongly hope that solidarity in this room will 
allow us to achieve a breakthrough in the work of the Conference on Disarmament, with a view 
to assuring security for all. 

Thank you. 


