


A few weeks ago we celebrated the 1000'hPIenary Meeting of the Conference 
on Disarmament. Some wondered whether there was much to celebrate. As I said on 
that occasion, we should not underestimate the results achieved in the past by this 
Conference, especially in the field of weapons of mass destruction. The total 
prohibition of whole categories of WMDs, namely chemical and biological weapons 
and the elimination of their stocks, is, in our opinion, one of the most remarkable 
results ever achieved in the field of international disarmament. The results are not as 
satisfactory when it comes to nuclear disarmament to which this session is dedicated. 

A halt to the horizontal spread of nuclear weapons and the limit to five of the 
number of countries entitled to keep nuclear arsenals was achieved· in Geneva 
through the NPT. The prohibition of nuclear testing was also successfully negotiated 
by this Conference. In addition, a number of unilateral, bilateral and multilateral 
commitments· have led to significant reductions during and after the end of the cold 
war, in particular in Europe. A significant set of confidence-building measures make 
nuclear surprise attacks less likely. Nuclear weapon free zones and security . 
guarantees are an important complement to the existing nuclear disarmament and 
non-proliferation regime. A category of nuclear missiles has been completely 
prohibited, several countries have renounced .to their nuclear arsenals or to their 
nuclear programs and have joined the NPT as non-nuclear weapon states. They 

. established the precious principle that the possession of nuclear weapons is 
reversible. The importance of these engagements, which sometimes we tend to take 

vI· for granted, should always be kept in mind. 
On the other hand nuclear terrorism remains a possible threat. One country has 

announced its withdrawal from the NPT and declared possession of nuclear weapons, 
clandestine nuclear activities have come to the surface; the Director General of AIEA 
has been requested to make reports to the Security Council on one country's nuclear 
activities. The NPT Review Conference and the UNGA Summit of last year ended 

. without giving any substantial impulse or guidance on disarmament and non­
proliferation issues. 

The mixed record achieved so far and the persisting difficulties make us 
believe, that, unfortunately, a total prohibition of nuclear weapons through a single 
multilateral engagement is not around the comer. A step by step approach is more 
realistic. The graduality of the disarmament process was originally contemplated by 
Art. VI of the NPT which mentions negotiations on effective measures relating to 
cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament. This 
approach was confirmed by the decisions adopted at 1995 NPT Review and 
Extension Conference and by the final document of the 2000 NPT Review 
Conference, which - due to the inconclusive meeting of 2005 - still remains the latest 
consensual instrument leading to nuclear disarmament (at least for States party to the 
NPT). By agreeing on 13 practical steps for the systematic and progressive efforts to 
implement Art. VI of the NPT and the 1995 Decision on "Principles and objectives 
for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disa=ament", the international community has 
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acknowledged that the best way to achieve nuclear disarmament is through a phased 
approach. The multi-faceted nature of the nuclear weapons issue justifies this 
approach which is widely shared: I would dare to say that it is consensual. This 
should not . make us forget the ultimate goal of the total elimination of nuclear 
arsenals. 

We must recognize that in the past six years the international reality has 
changed. New threats have emerged, international terrorism has shown its tragic 
potentialities, nuclear clandestine activities and traffics have brought to the surface 
the risks that possession of the complete nuclear fuel cycle could entail, the validity 
of some multilateral verification mechanisms has been put into question, new 
cooperative measures have been devised - in particular through the G8 Global 
Partnership - to eliminate WMDs, including nuclear weapons. 

Some of these developments have had traumatic effects and have not yet been 
metabolized by the international community. This can be one of the explanations for 
the lack of substantial outcomes from the NPT Review Conference and from the 
General Assembly summit of last year. After those inconclusive results the ball of 

. nuclear disarmament is, more than ever, in the court of the Conference on 
Disarmament. 

This is why Italy welcomes these sessions focused on nuclear disarmament 
issues and shares the aspirations of those who advocate more efforts to eliminate 
nuclear weapons. We will continue, with our EU partners, to encourage progress in 
this field having in mind the strategies and common positions on WMD and nuclear 
issues which have already been presented to the CD by the presidencies of the 
European Unioo. 

In order to find an understanding on a program .of work in the CD we support 
the establishment of subsidiary bodies one of which should have the mandate to deal 
with nuclear disarmament. 

Let me conclude by saying that Agenda item 1 also refers to the issue of 
"cessation of the nuclear arms race". Cessation of a nuclear arms race has been one of 
the results achieved at the end of the cold war. Not only has the nuclear arms race 
ceased but significant, although insufficient, reductions have taken place. We must 
avoid a new nuclear spiral; we cannot return to the times of the cold war. The most 
promising and real;stic way to do so is to "cut off" the production of fissile material 
for purposes of nuclear explosions. We have a clear indication in the 2000 NPT 

. document to conclude a negotiation on an FMCT. We shall be dealing with that issue 
in the corning sessions. I confirm that such a negotiation, which is pertinent to the 
issues on which we are presently focusing our discussion, is and remains our priority 
in the Conference on Disarmament. 
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