





acknowledged that the best way to achieve nuclear disarmament is through a phased
approach. The multi-faceted nature of the nuclear weapons issue justifies this
approach which is widely shared: I would dare to say that it is consensual. This
should not make us forget the ultimate goal of the total elimination of nuclear
arsenals.

We must recognize that in the past six years the international reahty has
changed. New threats have emerged, international terrorism has shown its tragic
potentialities, nuclear clandestine activities and traffics have brought to the surface
the risks that possession of the complete nuclear fuel cycle could entail, the validity
of some multilateral verification mechanisms has been put into question, new
cooperative measures have been devised - in particular through the G8 Global
Partnership - to eliminate WMDs, including nuclear weapons. :

Some of these developments have had traumatic effects and have not yet been
metabolized by the international community. This can be one of the explanations for
the lack of substantial outcomes from the NPT Review Conference and from the
General Assembly summit of last year. After those inconclusive results the ball of
nuclear disarmament is, more than ever, in the court of the Conference on
Disarmament. ' : '

This is why Italy.welcomes these sessions focused on nuclear disarmament
issues and shares the aspirations of those who advocate more efforts to eliminate
nuclear weapons. We will continue, with our EU partners, to encourage progress in
~ this field having in mind the strategies and common positions on WMD and nuclear
issues which have already been presented to the CD by the presndencnes of the
European Union. : '

In order to find an understandmg on a program of work in the CD we support
the establishment of subsidiary bodies one of which should have the mandate to deal
with nuclear disarmament. - z
| Let me conclude by saymg that Agenda item 1 also refers to the issue of
“cessation of the nuclear arms race”. Cessation of a nuclear arms race has been one of
the results achieved at the end of the cold. war. Not only has the nuclear arms race
ceased but significant, although insufficient, reductions have taken place. We must
avoid a new nuclear spiral; we cannot return to the times of the cold war. The most
promising and realistic way to do so is to “cut off” the production of fissile material
for purposes of nuclear explosions. We have a clear indication in the 2000 NPT
document to conclude a negotiation on an FMCT. We shall be dealing with that issue
in the coming sessions. I confirm that such a negotiation, which is pertinent to the
issues on which we are presently focusing our dlscussmn is and remains our priority
in the Conference on Disarmament. :



