








Third, in order to advance nuclear disarmament, gaining the understanding and
support of future generations, as well as civil society as a whole is vital. Japan encourages
all States to undertake concrete activities to implement, as appropriate, the
recommendations in the report of the United Nations Secretary-General on disarmament
and non-proliferation education, and to voluntarily share information on efforts they have
been undertaking to this end.

Over the past 20 years, Japan has invited under the United Nations fellowship
programme more than 580 various government officials to visit Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I
hope this program helped to provide an insight into the reality of nuclear weapons.
Moreover, Japan has sponsored a UN Conference on Disarmament Issues in a different
local city each year since 1989, providing a valuable opportunity for disarmament experts
from around the world to exchange views, and enhance awareness of the importance of
disarmament at a regional level. Furthermore, Japan has invited disarmament and non-
proliferation experts to give lectures to high school students, civic leaders, and atomic
bomb survivors (hibakusha). Sharing information at the CD on national and internationat
efforts on nuclear disarmament education would be appreciated.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to call on states not parties to the NPT
to accede to it as non-nuclear weapon States without delay or conditions. Moreover,
pending their accession, I urge them to take practical steps in support of the NPT and
refrain from activities that undermine its objectives. If the international community ceases
to press the non-NPT member States to accede, it could lead to their recognition as de-facto
nuclear weapon states, further weakening the NPT regime. I fully recognize that this is a
Plenary of the CD and not part of the NPT process, nevertheless, the CD created the NPT,
and the NPT is the cornerstone of the legal framework for promoting nuclear disarmament.

Likewise, all States that have not yet done so should sign and ratify the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty at the earliest opportunity with a view to its early
entry into force, and it is important to maintain existing moratoriums on nuclear weapon
test explosions pending the entry into force of the Treaty. Japan has been repeatedly urging
relevant countries to sign and ratify the CTBT and it is important for the international
community to consolidate their diplomatic efforts.

Thank you.



