


Mr. President, 

The Netherlands continues to consider the total elimination of nuclear arsenals as one of our 
most impOliant objectives in the field of disannament. As in the past we will continue to urge, 
for as long as it takes, the nuclear-weapon States to accomplish the total elimination oftheir 
nuclear weapons, We shall go on demanding adherence by all Stale Parties to article VI of the 
Non Proliferation Treaty that enshrines the following c01l1mitment: 

"each of the Parties to the heaty undertakes 10 pursue negotiations in goodfi:tith 011 ejfeclil'e 
measures relating to cessation of the nuclear arllls race at an earll' date and to nuclear 
disarlllament" 

As a member of the European Union we v"ill continue to work with our EU partners to contribute 
to progrcss ill the CD 0 11 tlus and other topics. 

Mr, President 

The Netherlands does acknowledge the impOliance of the steps the Nuclear Weapon Statcs have 
taken so far to reduce their nuclear arsenals. In this regard we welcomed the Strategic Offensi ve 
Reduction Treaty (Moscow Treaty) between the United States of America and the Russian 
Federation, We consider this Treaty a positive step in the field ofintemational security, 
dismlllament anclnon-proliferation and a clem sign of the end of the nuclem a1111S race, as so 
aptly illu strated before me by our Italian coll eague, Ambassador Trezza, 

However, lUL1Ch more needs to be done, Despite substantial reductions - Russia and the United 
States provided some figures this morning - nudem arsenals are still vast. NucleR!' Weapons 
Stales - some more than others - still feel the need to maintain a high number of nuclear 
weapons, The important Moscow Treaty lacks transparency and ilTeversibilit y, And 
implementation of the practical Thilieen Steps Action Plan for systematic and progressive etIc111s 
to achieve complete disarmament, contained in the Final Document of the 2000 NPT Review 
Conference, still has not taken orr. 

Non-possessors who were - rightfully - expecting that the Nuclear Weapons States would stick 
to their end of the bargain, start questioning the validity of the Treaty. [n some cases countries 
have started openly or more covertly to pursLle the possession of nuclear amlS themselves. 

Of course, we are not blind to the volatile intemational security environment. Ongoing reports of 
actual proliferation to conntries with dubious records, the risk of nuclear weapons falling into the 
hands of non-state actors, the illicit trade in nuclear weapon-related materials, will sooner or laier 
lead to a catastrophe if nothing is done. 

These are very serio LIS challenges to intemational secmity that need to be tackled decisively -­
but not by diminislung commitment to one of tlle basic principles from the NPT. It is diflicult to 
stick to one end of a bR!'gain i f it is perceived that others do not do their part. But in our opinion, 
the more trustworthy a State operates in the international arcna, tll e more benefit this will bring 
�~ �u �c �h� a State in the medium and long tem1. 



Mr. President, 

The N~therlands has actively supported the establislmlent of a subsidiary body in the Conference 
on Disarmament to deal with nuclear disarmament in further detail and as a gradual process. It is 
our hope that these focused discussions initiated under your Chairmanship, Mr. President, will 
pave the way to anive, before the end of the. year, at a common understanding of the threats we 
are facing and, above all, of what realistically speaking can b~ done immediately at the 
negotiating table. In that regard, we feel that starting negotiations on a Fissi le Material Cut-off 
Treaty is the next step to be taken. After all, already a decade ago all of us ab'reed on the 
principle of st31iing these negotiations. 

Agreeing to an FMCT is not only the most effective means f,x tln1her reducing the threat of 
illicit proliferation of fissile material , and at the same time imposing clear restrictions on Nuclear 
Weapons States themselves. It would also form a direct contribution to Nuclear Disarmament. 

Thank you Mr. President. 

* '" * 


