





Mr. President,

The Netherlands has actively supported the establishment of a subsidiary body in the Conference
on Disarmament 1o deal with nuclear disarmament in further detail and as a gradual process. It is
our hope that these focused discussions initiated under your Chairmanship, Mr. President, will
pave the way to arrive, before the end of the year, at a common understanding of the threats we
are facing and, above all, of what realistically speaking can be done immediately at the
negotiating table. In that regard, we feel that starting negotiations on a Fissile Material Cut-off
Treaty is the next step to be taken. After all, already a decade ago all of us agreed on the
principle of starting these negotiations.

Agreeing to an FMCT is not only the most effective means lor funther reducing the threat of
illicit proliferation of fissile material, and at the same time imposing clear restrictions on Nuclear

Weapons States themselves. It would also form a dirvect contribution to Nuclear Disarmament.

Thank you Mr, President.



