





Mr President

As we struggle to find consensus on a program of work in the CD, an international
consensus on the need to prevent the illicit transfer of MANPADS already exists.

Just last year, the UN General Assembly adopted by consensus resolution 60/77 on
the Prevention of the illicit transfer and unauthorized access to and use of man
portable air defence systems.

In Australia’s view, this consensus provides an opportunity for the CD to examine the
threat posed by the proliferation of MANPADS and develop measures to combat this.

In proposing MANPADS as an issue for the 2006 session of the CD, Australia does
not intend to divert efforts to achieve agreement on a program of work.

But we also believe that the nine-year long inability of this Conference to find
consensus on four issues should not prevent us from examining and even negotiating
other pressing arms control and disarmament issues -- all the more so where a
consensus on the need for action exists.

It is our hope that by including MANPADS during its 2006 session, the CD will
identify and develop measures to prevent the proliferation of MANPADS to non-state
actors through their illicit manufacture, transfer and use.

To this end, [ have written to you ontlining our proposal and ask that my letter be
distributed as an official document of the Conference.

1 thank you.



