





any other proposal that would likely meet consensus. To this end, we are also of
the view that wider and more frequent use of informal and open-ended
consultations could take place on specific issues. These informal consultations
would provide a flexible method to deal with issues in a substantive manner
pending agreement on establishment of any subsidiary body to commence

negotiations.

Mr. President,

We cannot turn deaf ears to the call for reform throughout the United Nations
system. Many of us have had the opportunity to witness at first hand the recent
developments towards improving the methods of work of the First Committee.
Should there not be coherence in our work across the multitateral fora? Finding
a balance by moving flexibly between the segments for formal statements and
interactive debate, while opening the way also for the participation of civil society,
are some of the imhrovements achieved in the First Committee which could
benefit the CD too. Let us not forget that the CD rules of procedure already
permit invitations to be extended to the specialized agéncies, the IAEA of any
other organs of the UN system, to assist in advancing the work of the

Conference.

There are too few of us who have perscnal recollections of what the CD has
been capable of until the Ambassador of Sweden reminded us recently of the
excitement of the negotiation process. So | ask you dear colleagues ‘since

winter has come, can spring be far behind” 7
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