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Mr President, 

You have asked delegations to focus this session on the topic of “Future Nuclear Disarmament Measures” and we are pleased to do so. For the Canadian Delegation, we would put at the top of the list the negotiation of a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty which would in our opinion represent a significant nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation accomplishment and one for which the international community has long seen the Conference on Disarmament as the right forum to undertake. We would like to initiate these negotiations promptly and have, on a national basis, already demonstrated considerable flexibility as to the nature of the mandate under which such negotiations could get underway. 

As to other future measures, we have already identified several possibilities in our June 23, 2005 statement which I will not repeat here. Suffice it to say that, within the context of a discussion or pre-negotiation stage, we see potential for the CD to engage in a constructive exchange and examination of a range of issues connected with nuclear disarmament including doctrine, transparency, irreversibility, verification, dismantlement and disposition,  confidence building measures, and non-strategic nuclear weapons. 

We consider focussed discussion of issues like those mentioned above could provide useful preparation for and serve as a complement to the CD’s near term negotiation work. 

I thank you.

