














commitment of all nuclear weapon States to the goal of
complete elimination of nuclear weapons.

A revalidation of this commitment, with further
steps towards its progressive concretion, may be the
right way to proceed. The goal of complete elimination of
nuclear weapons, in a systemic and progressive manner,
will also be facilitated by reducing the salience of
nuclear weapons in the security doctrines of nuclear-
weapon States. Alignment of nuclear doctrines to a
posture of no-first-use and non-use against non-nuclear-
weapon States by all nuclear-weapon States will be an
important step in achieving this objective. India is
ready to enshrine its commitment to no-first-use and non-
use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear-weapon States
in a legally binding agreement. We are also ready to
multilateralise our no-first-use commitment sc as to
reduce the salience of nuclear weapons in the strategic
realm. These measures should be within our grasp given
the non-adversarial relations among major powers.

Mere tinkering with modalities or revisiting the
divisive debates, especially those of the past year, is
not going to help. What might is a renewed effort to
create a system of global security based on the
fundamental changes in the international pelitical,
economic and security environment, which could contribute
to achieving the goal of total elimination of nuclear
weapons. As mentioned before, for any measure cof nuclear
disarmament to be successful, it must be global and non-
discriminatory and should enhance the security of all
States. The continuing impasse in the Conference is out
of tune with the aspirations of the internaticnal
community, the growing democratic temper of the world,
and the absolute imperative of development in the age of
globalisation. That is why, Mr. President, we must
persevere in our efforts in the Conference.
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