





Mr. President,

The issue of the possession of the full nuclear fuel cycle is one of the key problems
the international community has to face today. Proposals are coming from many quarters to
establish a new discipline which would require further restraints especially from non-
nuclear weapons States. A new discipline on fissile material for civil purposes would benefit
from an agreement on weapon grade fissile material through an FMCT. We are talking in
this case of the most dangerous kind of nuclear fissile material: the one destined for nuclear
explosions. This is probably the material which terrorist groups are most eager to obtain.
We believe that the international community would be much safer if such production were
stopped, if a new nuclear arms race were made impossible, if production facilities for this
material were to be decommissioned. An FMCT could be conducwe to possible
understandings on the discipline of the nuclear fuel cycle. -

Mr. President,

We are looking forward to a more focused discussion on this issue in the coming
weeks and months. We hope that delegations will respond positively to the indications of
the Presidents to actively participate in the discussions, including through the presence of
experts. We would also favour the participation of the IAEA to provide information on the
FMCT issue in accordance with paragraph 41 of the Rules of Procedure. -

We appreciate the comprehensive and substantial statement made by the Ambassador
of Japan with its concrete references to some of the main questions of substance and of
procedure. We share the view expressed by the distinguished delegate of Brazil, that very
strict, detailed and prescriptive approaches at the outset risk delaying the beginning of
negotiations. A similar concept was expressed by the Ambassador of Egypt. We welcome
the fact that the Ambassador of France has informed us of the significant step by his
couniry’s dismantling of its fissile material installations for weapons grade plutonium and
HEU. :

We share the indication by the Ambassador of Algeria that an FMCT should take
charge both of disarmament and non-proliferation subjects, and note the interesting remarks
on fissile material transparency presented by the Irish Ambassador. The incremental
approach advocated by the Ambassador of Chile for an FMCT negotiation is of interest and
deserves further attention. Other delegations also mentioned the FMCT and we listened
carefully to the references to such a Treaty contained in the NGO Statement delivered on the
occasion of the International Women’s Day. The attention already given to an FMCT is in -
our view a signal of a wide expectation vis & vis such a negotiation and augurs well for a
more in-depth approach in the coming sessions.



