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Mr. President, 
Let me at the outset e)..'"jJress Italy's great satisfaction to see you on the podium 

as President of the Conference on Disarmament and wish you success in your 
Presidency. Italy will support you in your endeavours. 

Today we are celebrating the 1000th Plenary meeting of the Conference on 
Disarmament. Some believe that there is not much to celebrate. But we should be 
cautions with our "self-flagellation". We must be proud of the past tangible results 
achieved by this forum and in particular by negotiating the NPT, the Biological 
Weapons Convention, Chemical Weapons Convention, the CTI'H. Last week, in a 
statement the general content of which we appreciate, our Algerian colleague 
mentioned the exhorbitant sums spent for military budgets. What would those 
budgets have been had we not limited to five the number of nuclear weapons states? 
How much would have been spent for chemical, biological weapons, nuclear 
explosion had the CWC, BWC, CTBT not been in place? How much is being saved 
by ensuring the implementation of those treaties through appropriate follow-up 
mechanisms, be they full-fledged organizations or simple review processes? And how 
much could be saved if we achieved preventing a new nuclear arms race by banning 
the further production of fissile material for purposes of nuclear explosionS? The 
budget of the CD and of all the review processes pale if compared to the overall 
military budgets. Moreover we should consider the priceless improvement obtained 
in terms of international security and stability and in terms of humanitarian benefits 
which derive from existing and potential disarmament and non-proliferation 
agreements. Today's "millennium" should make us reflect on the nobility of the 
cause we pursue and on the benefits for humanity of successful results in the CD. It 
is also true that the past years have not been productive since we have not been able 
to reach a compromise on our priorities. But our efforts must continue. 
Mr. President; 

Your mandate starts under good auspices and we were very satisfied by the 
early adoption of the agenda, by the approval of the non-member States interested in 
participating in the work of the Conference. All non-members states belonging to the 
European Union will work with us in accordance with chapter 90f the rules of 
procedure. 

We read with great interest the inspiring message of the Secretary General of 
the UN. His words confirm that the difficulties we encounter are not unique to this 
Conference; they reflect a much wider "malaise". Indeed a weakened global 
clisannament machinery has been eroded by the disappointing results of the 2005 
NPT Review Conference and by the absence of any reference to disarmament and 
non proliferation in the outcome document of the 2005 World Summit. It should 
corne as no surprise that the difficulties encountered in those fora have repercussions 
on our work. 

The fact that last year we were able to hold substantive debates on the issues of 
the agenda and on other issues relevant to the international security environment is in 
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itself a sign of vitality. Those debates were useful for fostering a compromise on 
priorities but not sufficient to launch a negotiation. 

We welcome the Secretary General's encouragement to foreign ministers to 
address the Conference. I recall that, in our last year's report (CD11761 of September 
22,2005), all C.D. members welcomed such addresses as the expression of political 
support to our endeavours. We don't need to be reminded that our Conference cannot 
deliver immediate political gains. But participation at the political level is useful and 
we should avoid falling into a vicious circle by discouraging political participation 
because of a lack of progress, while making no progress for lack of political 
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participation. As you said, we need creativity, flexibility and above all political will 
to make this Conference live up to its challenges. We therefore encourage you to 
issue invitations to Foreign Ministers and other high level officials to come to the CD 
and address delegates. We also encourage delegations to include in their national or 
collective high level statements references to CD as was done in last years by the G8 
leaders and by Non-Aligned Movement Ministers. 
Mr. President, 

Afterthe adoption of the agenda, the Conference should seek a consensus on a 
program of work. We look forward to a debate based on the CD agenda to identify 
issues which might constitute the items for a future program of work. We shall 
contribute to this debate either on a national or a collective basis. In · a spirit of 
effective multilateralism we ask delegations not to simply express their national 
postures but also to take into account the priorities of others. A final synthesis has to 
be made by the President, and we trust his judgement, but everyone should show 
flexibility. It is also the duty of a President to be creative and to fully use his 
prerogatives. We believe that it is within your prerogatives to structure a stronger 
coordination of all this year's incoming Presidents. This is a welcome follow-up to 
the initiative of the then Italian Presidency to establish a presidential "troika" and to 
the Japanese efforts to strengthen presidencies. It is also within your prerogatives to 
appoint a number of friends of the presidents to assist them in informal consultations. 
You have our support. 

Finally we ask you and the incoming Presidents to establish a timetable for our 
work for the whole year. Delegations should be able to prepare themselves in 
advance on the issues to be discussed. We believe this too is your prerogative, and 
would answer the expectations of many. 
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