





itself a sign of vitality. Those debates were useful for fostering a compromise on
priorities but not sufficient to launch a negotiation.

We welcome the Secretary General’s encouragement to foreign ministers to
address the Conference. I recall that, in our last year’s report (CD/1761 of September
22, 2005}, all C.D. members welcomed such addresses as the expression of political
support to our endeavours. We don’t need to be reminded that our Conference cannot
deliver immediate political gains. But participation at the political level is useful and
we should avoid falling into a vicious circle by discouraging political participation
because of a lack of progress, while making no progress for lack of political
participation. As you said, we need creativity, flexibility and above all political will
to make this Conference live up to its challenges. We therefore encourage you to
issue invitations to Foreign Ministers and other high level officials to come to the CD
and address delegates. We also encourage delegations to include in their national or
collective high level statements references to CD as was done in last years by the G8

leaders and by Non-Aligned Movement Ministers.

Mr. President, ’
After the adoption of the agenda, the Conference should seek a consensus on a

program of work. We look forward to a debate based on the CD agenda to identify
issues which might constitute the items for a future program of work. We shall
contribute to this debate either on a mnational or a collective basis. In-a spirit of
effective multilateralism we ask delegations not to simply express their national
postures but also to take into account the priorities of others. A final synthesis has to
be made by the President, and we trust his judgement, but everyone should show
flexibility. It is also the duty of a President to be creative and to fully use his
prerogatives. We believe that it 1s within your prerogatives to structure a stronger
coordination of all this year’s incoming Presidents. This is a welcome follow-up to
the initiative of the then Italian Presidency to establish a presidential “troika” and to
the Japanese efforts to strengthen presidencies. It is also within your prerogatives to
appoint a number of friends of the presidents to assist them in informal consultations.
You have our support.

Finally we ask you and the incoming Presidents to establish a timetable for our
work for the whole year. Delegations should be able to prepare themselves in
advance on the issues to be discussed. We believe this too is your prerogative, and

would answer the expectations of many.



