





But, occasionally, means may obscure objectives. Let me take an example. It has been
stated in this hall over and over again that time is ripe to negotiate a fissile material
cut off treaty.

I am not convinced that this is the case.

But the problem is that as long as the issue is being dealt with in the CD we cannot
know whether time is ripe, because in this chamber all issues are being kept hostage
of each other. It is prohibited to address one concern unless all thinkable concerns are
being addressed simultaniously.

Mr. President,

If time is ripe to negotiate a fissile material treaty [ suggest that the nuclear weapon
States get together with the biggest consumers of fissile material for peaceful
purposes — far away from the CD — and consider negotiations.

Then we will see if time is ripe.
Finally Mr. President,

The CD was established in a political context drastically different from the
international security situation in 2006. It scems to me that this is not always reflected
in our debates which occasionally suggest that the cold war is not over and that 11.
September never took place. No wonder that the real world outside this hall is
surprised and confused when reports leak from our undertakings.

Let the CD rest as it is in physical terms: a meeting room, microphones, available
interpreters, an available secretariat and available delegates ready to negotiate arms
control instruments when time is ripe. No suspension, but more emphasis on
availability than time-consuming artificial procedural malstreaming.



