





Thercfore, 1 call on all delegations, as well as the NGO comumunity — while waiting for the
programme of work — to start feeding substance into this body!

Excellencies, Dear Colleagues,

Arms control strategy is currcntly taking shape in an environment for which a functioning
security system is still lacking. Essentially, the Conference is confined to that cnvironment
and it needs o address challenges in a creative and unconventional way, a way that goes far
beyond the anachronism that is the Cold War mentality. The Conference is not a static body;
it has the capacity lo elfectively utilize procedurcs and working methods. It provides
opportunities for holding multilateral talks. The mstruments to bridge the paps are at our
disposal. We need to know how to use them and we need the will to usc them.

The problems of machinery are not unigue to the Council Chamber in the Palais des Nations.
Since some time, we've been witnessing attempts to revitalize the First Committee of the UN
General Assembly. The same goes for the UN Disarmament Commission. The international
community feels that the machinery created during the cold war is unresponsive to the fast

changing political environment.

Recent years brought us new challenges. Or maybe not new — maybe those are old challenges
in a new geostrategic reality. We arc witnessing a raisc of concerns about proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction. We also sce attempts to address threats posed
by conventional weapons, especially in small arms and landmines areas. However — ¢xcept
for the Mine Ban Treaty — we don’t see any new legally binding instruments in thosc areas.
Neither WMD proliferation, nor small arms, nor landmines are being dealt with in the CD.

Recent years also have shown that the disarmament community should pay more attention
to the issues of universalization of the arms control and disarmament treatics, as well as
to their effective verification. Should the CD ignore those modern dilemmas?

My answer is NO. We should trcat this Conference as a tool to address real challenges
of the world. Only if the CD is able to do that - can it regain its respect. The world will judge
us by what we have accomplished and not by what we are trying to accomplish.

Distinguished Delegates,

I urge to take full advantage of whatever opportunities present themselves in this unique
forum, so that we may all live up to the ideals that have forged these very walls. We also
should not put to waste the efforts of those who allowed us to be here and to continue their

work.

My greatest compatriot the Pope John Paul II said: “If you wish to be brothers, drop your
weapons™. It’s my strong believe that this very Conference is able to assist us to achieve

that goal.

I thank you all for your attention.
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