


Mr President, 

Initially, let me warmly welcome you to the assumption of the chair of this august body. My 
delegation will do its utmost to support you in the tasks ahead. Regrettably, today is also a day 
of national mouming in your home country and, on behalf of Sweden, I ask you to convey the 
most sincere respect and condolences to the families and friends of all those who lost their 
lives in the tragic accident in Katowice. 

Mr President, 

Today you arc presiding over the lOOOth plenary meeting of the Conference on Disarmament. 
In hundreds and hundreds of those past plenary meetings the CD members joined in sincere 
search of solutions to common problems. New and creative approaches were tried. Important 
pieces of intemationallaw were negotiated together with essential mechanisms to monitor 
that the laws, treaties and norms are being upheld. We know what the CD has been capable 
of. Personally I remember plenary meetings of the past as exciting events not to be missed 
when nations challenged each other with various ideas on how to move the substance matter 
forward in search for greater security for all. 

The rule oflaw remains an essential principle not only in domestic affairs, but also in 
intemational affairs The fact that some might break the law does not make laws less 
important. Lacunae do exist, both on the legal side and the implementation side. The CD 
should be mobilized to fill these gaps. Rejecting the use of the CD to develop necessary rules 
and norms and to strengthen verification and compliance carries the risk of a slippery slope 
towards anarchy and use of force in intemational relations. This is particularly disturbing at a 
time when globalization works to make weapons and weapon technologies widely accessible 
and security problems more and more interconnected. 

Perceptions, threats and challenges evidently change over time. And will continue to do so. 
But the emergence of new dangers does not alleviate the burden of dealing with the old ones, 
and addressing the old ones is no reason not to face up to new ones. The present debate of old 
versus new threats is a false debate and the effect has largely been that neither is dealt with. 
For too many years now the CD has been effectively stymied by fruitless debates where some 
agenda priorities are pitched against others. Various diplomatic and procedural tools have 
been tried to overcome the stalemate. The problem is not the machinery itself. The failure is 
political. 

We are now entering a new ycar for the CD. Let us use this year to get back to work. Let us 
realise that global security is not a zero-sum game and that legitimate security concerns of all 
states must be acknowledged and addressed. Effective multilateralism means seizing 
opportnnities when they arise. It means re-considering positions that yield no results. And it 
means a readiness to give and take. Those blocking progress must be made to understand that 
the inertia in the CD is doing damage not only to our common security but also their own. 

Mr President, 

We now look to you and the presidents who will follow later in the year to use your 
prerogatives and with firm hands guide us back to substantive work. We have an agreed 
agenda. We have broadly supported proposals, formal and informal, on which subject matters 
to focus. We have talked about these items in formal and informal plenary meetings. You and 



your predecessors have spent weeks and weeks consulting on what to deal with, We all know 
which subjects are on the table: 

We know that the FMCT is there, The CD should without any further delay begin 
negotiations on an FMCT, Such a treaty would be an important and irreversible step towards 
long-term nuclear disarmament, And it would significantly reduce the risk of nuclear 
proliferation, It would also facilitate discussions in relevant fora on multilateral approaches to 
the nuclear fuel cycle, 

We also know that the issues of nuclear disarmament and negative security assurances are on 
the table. The NPT -states have agreed by consensus that the CD should create a subsidiary 
body to deal with nuclear disarmament measures. Discussions on nuclear disarmament and 
legally binding negative security assurances remain priorities at a time when many are deeply 
concerned about indications that some nuclear weapons states may consider developing new 
kinds of nuclear weapons and new doctrines for their use, 

And we know that preventing an arms race in outer space is vital. The weaponization of this 
last fTOntier would not only endanger our secUlity and risk triggering cOlmtermeasures, in 
space as well as on the ground. It would also jeopardize the chances for future generations to 
reap the benefits of the enormous scientific and economic potential s of the peaceful uses of 
outer space, 

It is also clear to us that the agreed agenda of the CD is an inclusive one and that it does not 
limit our work to these priority areas, My delegation will seriously study any other concrete 
proposal aiming for negotiations on agreements or instruments within the field of global 
security, disarmament and non-proliferation, 

Mr President, 

Nobody expects our work to be easy, But we must dare face the difficulties and we will not be 
forgiven for not trying. The time has come. The world is waiting. We now look to you to 
organize our meeting-time in such a way that we can plan and focus our work in a 
constructive and predictable manner. 


