





your predecessors have spent weeks and weeks consulting on what to deal with. We all know
which subjects are on the table:

We know that the FMCT is there. The CD should without any further delay begin
negotiations on an FMCT. Such a treaty would be an important and irreversible step towards
long-term nuclear disarmament. And it would significantly reduce the risk of nuclear

proliferation. It would also facilitate discussions in relevant fora on multilateral approaches to
the nuclear fuel cycle.

We also know that the issues of nuclear disarmament and negative security assurances are on
the table. The NPT-states have agreed by consensus that the CD should create a subsidiary
body to deal with nuclear disarmament measures. Discussions on nuclear disarmament and
legally binding negative security assurances remain priorities at a time when many are deeply
concerned about indications that some nuelear weapons states may consider developing new
kinds of nuclear weapons and new doctrines for their use.

And we know that preventing an arms race in outer space is vital. The weaponization of this
last frontier would not only endanger our security and risk triggering countermeasures, in
space as well as on the ground. It would also jeopardize the chances for future generations to

reap the benefits of the enormous scientific and economic potentials of the peaceful uses of
outer space.

It s also clear to us that the agreed agenda of the CD is an inclusive one and that it does not
limit our work to these priority areas. My delegation will seriously study any other concrete

proposal aiming for negotiations on agreements or instruments within the field of global
security, disarmament and non-proliferation.

Mr President,

Nobody expects our work to be easy. But we must dare face the difficulties and we will not be
forgiven for not trying. The time has come. The world is waiting. We now look to you to

organize our meeting-time in such a way that we can plan and focus our work in a
constructive and predictable manner,



