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unofficial translation 

Mr. President, 

It is the first time I take the floor under your Presidency and I would like to 

take this opportunity to congratulate you wholeheartedly on the assumption 

of your important office. Rest assured that you can count on the total support 

of the Swiss Delegation in the carrying out of your mandate. 

Mr. President, 

As representative of the host country, I would like to underscore that we are 

now holding our one-thousandth meeting. But most delegations will agree 

with me that there is no reason for rejoicing when you see the bad shape of 

the CD's status of work. Though the time may be ripe to take stock, think of 

the future and remember the responsibilities which have been awarded by the 

Community of States to the members of the Conference on Disarmament. The 

responsibility to make progress in disarmament and to negotiate conventions 

proceeds from our mandate and from the historical achievements of the CD 

and its predecessors. Our responsibility is therefore a historic one. 

Some contend that the CD as institution, as structure is responsible for the 

stalemate of the last years. We do not share this opinion. The CD is an 

institution that functions. The problem is the lack of political will of the States 

to engage in new negotiations. A change of structure would not change that. 

For example, negotiations on nuclear disarmament without the participation of 

nuclear states would be a fruitless exercise. 

Disarmament is a long hauling process which touches on the fundamental 

security interests of States. As diplomats we must accept that the life cycle of 

this process does not necessarily match our length of stay in Geneva. And in 

spite of a feeling of frustration, we must endure this crossing of a desert and 

recognize that the present imbalance of powers makes it difficult to find a 
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quick solution. Which does not mean that we have to give up on deploying all 

efforts to reach a breakthrough. In the opinion of the Swiss Delegation, the 

best way to get a breakthrough is by resuming soon the negotiations on a 

Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty [FMCT], and this without preconditions, the 

verification being of course part of the negotiations. In the meantime we 

support unconditionally the proposal of this year's chairmen to hold a thematic 

and structured dialogue with a yearly planning. 

Mr. President, 

We have certainly experienced setbacks, but we have also had our 

ach ievements. Before I conclude let me quickly recall the history of the 

disarmament negotiations which are so intimately linked to their location in 

Geneva, as a City of Peace. 

• 1863: Founding of ICRC and adoption of the First Geneva Convention 

in the following year; 

• 1919: Founding of the League of Nations, in the Board Room of which 

we are meeting. Article 8 of the Pact of the League said and I quote: 

"The Members of the League recognize that the maintenance of peace 

requires the reduction of national armaments to the lowest point 

consistent with national safety and the enforcement by common action 

of international obligations". (end of quote) 

It is the beginning of multilateral disarmament diplomacy with the following 

highlights: 

• 1925: The conference to negotiate a Convention on the Supervision of 

the International Trade in Arms and Ammunition and in Implements of 

War (you'll see that contrary to the Present UN Programme of Action 

on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons, ammunition was 

included at the time). 
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• 1925: Geneva Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of 

Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods 

of Warfare . 

• 1932 - 1934: Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of 

Armaments. 

After World War II, the disarmament machinery is slowly restarted, mainly 

through bilateral talks like SALT and START and through the development of 

international humanitarian law. 

The Conference on disarmament has slowly started working in 1959 to adopt 

its final structure in 1983. It is in 1968 that the this forum has reached its 

peak with the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). 

Between 1968 and 1996 the CD and its predecessors had its most productive 

phase: Seabed Treaty, Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, Chemical 

Weapons Convention, Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

This last Treaty brings us to present times and we have not had any 

Convention in the last 10 years. This has got to change. Let us hope that the 

spirit of peace, what we like to call the Spirit of Geneva will guide us and 

allow us to start going. 

Mr. President 

I thank you for your attention. 


