


Mr. Chainnan 

Dear Colleagues, 

This delegation has the honor to table today as an official document of the Conference 
on Disarmament the text of the speech delivered by the President of the French Republic on 
the 19th of January at l'Ile Longue in Britanny. 

In so doing, we wish to infonn this Conference and enable its members to take full 
knowledge of this speech. 

*** 

Since the end of the Cold War, the French deterrence doctrine has gone through 
several stages of its fonnulation without any changes in its foundations: the "White Book" of 
1994, the President of the Republic's speech of August 1995, that of the 08th of June 2001 at 
the IHEDN and, lastly, the 19 January 2006 speech. 

Regarding specifically the CD, I feel it useful to formulate briefly, on the basis of the 
most frequently asked questions, the following observations: 
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The President of the Republic recalled that the fundamental principles of nuclear 
deterrence have not changed. The calling of French deterrence is to secure the vital interests 
of France against any threat, irrespective of where it may come from and what form it may 
take. In the framework of this deterrent concept, French nuclear weapons are not weapons to 
be used in a battle. Our concept remains the same: in no case shall there be question of using 
nuclear means with military aims in a conflict. 
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The reconfiguration, that is the modernization and adaptation of the means of the 
deterrence force to the evolutions of the strategical context, are fully compatible with the 
commitments undertaken by France under article VI of the NPT. 

France continues to be very active in this area, in conformity with its commitments. Is 
it necessary to recall that France has withdrawn and eliminated all its ground-to-ground 
weapons (Albion plateau and Hades missiles), reduced the number of its missile laun.cher 
nuclear submarines, reduced by 2/3rds since 1985 the overall number of its nuclear vectors, 
dismantled the testing center of the Pacific, stopped and dismantled the Marcoule and 
Pierrelatte installations for production of fissile material for nuclear weapons, shifted the 
nuclear share of France's defense investments from 50% when the strategic nuclear force was 
set up, to 33% at the time of the fall of the Berlin Wall and to an average of 19% for the 2003-
2008 period, governed by our latest military progranuning law? In 2008, this share will 
amount to 18% of the "defense" investment. Overall, the cost of deterrence has been reduced 
to represent today less than 10% of the off-pension defense budget 
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In this context, France remains faithful to its commitments, as they have been 
expressed in their most recent fonn, on a national basis, or on a European basis, at the May 
2005 NPT Review Conference, during the last session of the UNGA First Committee, or in 
this very place for the past year. 

It is in particular the case regarding the Treaty banning the production of fissile 
material for nuclear weapons. The President of the Republic recalled that we continue to 
support international efforts in favor of general and complete disarmament and, in particular, 
the negotiation of such a Treaty. 

Must I also recall that France reaffinned and specified in 1995 the security guarantees 
to non-nuclear weapon States that are parties to the NPT? The French declaration, as well as 
that of other nuclear powers, provides in particular negative security guarantees to these 
States. As we had then said, this does naturally in no way affect our right, natural, of 
legitimate defense, as recalled in article 51 of the United Nations Charter. 

Furthennore, France has provided legally binding negative security guarantees to more 
than a hundred countries, by ratifying the protocols of Treaties creating nuclear-weapon-free 
zones : Tlatlelolco for South America in 1992, Pelindaba for Africa and Rarotonga for the 
Pacific in 1996. Negotiations are under way for Central Asia and South-East Asia. 

All these guarantees remain of course fully valid. 

Mr. Chairman, 

As recalled by the President of the French Republic, the way to disarmament is a 
demanding one. We continue to support international efforts but we will obviously only be 
able to move ahead if the conditions of our global security are maintained and if the 
willingness to make progress is unanimously shared. This brings us back to our particular 
responsibility here, and to the support that your efforts command, Mr. Chairman, to gather the 
wills of each in order to advance towards our corrunon objectives. 

Mr. Chairman, 

I thank you./. 


