





3/ Mr. Chairman

In this context, France remains faithful to its commitments, as they have been
expressed in their most recent form, on a national basis, or on a European basis, at the May
2005 NPT Review Conference, during the last session of the UNGA First Committee, or in
this very place for the past year.

It is in particular the case regarding the Treaty banning the production of fissile
material for nuclear weapons. The President of the Republic recalled that we continue to
support international efforts in favor of general and complete disarmament and, in particular,
the negotiation of such a Treaty.

Must [ also recall that France reaffirmed and specified in 1995 the security guarantees
to non-nuclear weapon States that are parties to the NPT? The French declaration, as well as
that of other nuclear powers, provides in particular negative security guarantees to these
States. As we had then said, this does naturally in no way affect our right, natural, of
legitimate defense, as recalled in article 51 of the United Nations Charter.

Furthermore, France has provided legally binding negative security guarantees to more
than a hundred countries, by ratifying the protocols of Treaties creating nuclear-weapon-free
zones : Tlatlelolco for South America in 1952, Pelindaba for Africa and Rarotonga for the
Pacific in 1996. Negotiations are under way for Central Asia and South-East Asia.

All these guarantees remain of course fully vahid.

Mr. Chairman,

As recalled by the President of the French Republic, the way to disarmament is a
demanding one. We continue to support international efforts but we will obviously only be
able to move ahead if the conditions of our global security are maintained and if the
willingness to make progress is unanimously shared. This brings us back to our particular
responsibility here, and to the support that your efforts command, Mr. Chairman, to gather the
wills of each in order to advance towards our common objectives.

Mr. Chairman,

1 thank you./.



