








conventional weapons issues like e.g. man pads, provided that they add value to ongoing
processes in other fora. But let me be quite clear: Additional issucs are o remain additional.

They cannot become a substitute for getting the CD back to work on the priority issucs.

Germany supports the desire of the CD presidencies of this year to coordinate their work as
much as feasible to provide the maximum degree of coherence and continuity. Structured,
focused and more interactive debates with a balanced division of time allocated to the

different issues are the best approach.

The issues in front of us are not obsolete. They are of fundamental importance to the
international agenda and remain so, even or in particular, in the light of the changed
international environment, in the light of globalization and of the increased threat by non-state
actors and global terrorism. Multilateral approaches offer solutions that are generally seen as

legitimate, transparent and impartial and that are lasting.

To deal with them in an adequate and comprehensive manner requires among other things
also a broader involvement of the civil society and the global community. Unblocking the
Conference on Disarmament would be a visible sign of the willingness to decisively continue

global arms control, non- proliferation and disarmament efforts in a globalized manner.

Thank you, Mr. President.



