




The establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee to deal with the prevention of an alms race in 

outer space could serve to explore and discuss the issue of strengthening the international 

framework and rules governing the ci vi! as well as legitimate military use of outer space in 

order to avoid outer space becoming an insecure area with incalculable risks not only to world 

security, but also to commercial use of space as it is required by modem technology used in a 

broad variety of daily applications. Therefore, Germany welcomes all efforts to identify and 

examine speci fic topics or proposals which could include confidence-building or transparency 

measures, general principles, treaty commitments and the strengthening of the existing regime 

with a view to making any future arms race or dangerous technical developments in space 

impossible. 

Continued tangible progress towards irreversible and verifiable nuclear disarmament is 

indispensable and cau only achieved by an incremental approach. The 13 practical steps for 

the systematic and progressive implementation of Alt.VI adopted by the 2000 NPT Review 

Conference serve as benchmarks on that road. Germany fully supports the establishment of an 

appropriate subsidiary body in the CD to deal with nuclear dismmament as called for in the 13 

practical steps of the Final Document of the 2000 NPT Rev Con. 

In the EU-Strategy against Proliferation of WMD, adopted by the European Council in 

December 2003, Geffilany and its ED-partners recognised" that positive and negative secUlity 

assurances .... can serve both as an incentive to [ore go the acquisition of WMD and as a 

deterrent". In the same vein, the NPT Rev Con 2000 agreed that " legally binding security 

assurances ... strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation regime". Gelmany therefore strongly 

calls upon CD states to agree on a work programme that seriously pursues the issue of 

negative security assurances. 

It is the task of each CD presidency to explore the feasibility of possible alternatives to bring 

the CD back to substantive work. That includes the possibility of exploring additional issues. 

However, this should bc done as a possible addition, not as a substitute to dealing with the 

current issues on our agenda and only if it increases the basis for consensus. it is understood 

that any suggestion for new issues to be dealt with in the CD should be taken at face value 

and examined without prejudice, and it is crucial that additional issues arc not misused for 

adding to the unfortunate list of linkages that is blocking the CD already. Germany remains 

open, undogmatic and flexible to explore -any new proposal that is presented with the aim of 

corning to a negotiated and internationally binding agreemcnt in this body, that adds to 

international security, arms control or disarmament. That includcs for Geffilany also 

3 



conventional weapons issues like e.g. man pads, provided that they add value to ongoing 

proccsses in other fora. But let me be quite clear: Additional issues are to remain additional. 

They cannot become a substitute for getting the CD back to work on the priority issucs. 

Germany supports the desire of the CD presidencies of this year to coordinate their work as 

much as feasible to provide the maximum degree of coherence and continuity. Structured, 

focused and more interactive debates with a balanced division of time allocated to the 

different issues are the best approach. 

The issues in front of us are not obsolete. They are of fundamental importance to the 

international agenda and remain so, even or in palticular, in the light of the changed 

international environment, in the light of globalization and of the incrcascd threat by non-state 

actors and global tenorism. Multilateral approaches offer solutions that are generally seen as 

legitimate, transparent and impartial and that are lasting. 

To deal with them in an adequate and comprehensive manner requires among other things 

also a broader involvement of the civil society and the global community. Unblocking the 

Conference on Disarmament would be a visible sign of the willingness to decisively continue 

global anns control, non- proliferation and disarmament effolts in a globalized manner. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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