


[

My delegation is flexible as to the course of action pursued, as long as the
Conference's objective is more about the real issues of the day — ones that
demonstrably contribute to the security of all — than about issues of lesser
universal moment or, worse, talking for the sake of taiking.

The current process both of close coordination of the Presidencies developed
under your leadership — which we welcome — and of developing a coherent
timetable for our forward work will contribute to this Conference’'s well-being.
But we must guard against convincing ourselves that these steps alone will
restore the credibility of the CD. The greatest contribution, in my delegation’s
view, will be adoption of a programme of work that is geared to negotiating an
FMCT as an essential step towards nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation
and which builds in scope for discussing other issues that are widely regarded
as fundamental to enhancing international security.

As a Conference, we don'’t all agree on the relative importance that should be
accorded those other core issues, but my delegation has not heard any
proposals that call into question the pre-eminence of any of them.

On the other hand, we have no difficulty in testing - on any subject, for example,
an important one such as MANPADS - whether there is a clamour in the CD to
pursue an issue that is patently a matter of disarmament. Bui, as indeed
recognised by the Ambassador of Australia in putting forward that topic, it will
need to be treated in such a way as not to divert us from our efforts to achieve
agreement on a programme of work.

My delegation welcomes the importance attached in your statement last
Thursday, Mr President, to the task of agreeing the work programme. And we
are pleased with the increased level of engagement in the Conference this year
so far. There seems to be a more widespread sense that the Conference has
its future in its hands, as well as a growing awareness that gains in collective
security logically translate into advances to each State’s national security

It will be another demonstration of the sense of purpose and relevance of this
Conference, if as Ireland’'s Ambassador has made clear, the CD can take a
more enlightened approach to the delivery of the annual Women's Day
statement next month.
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