





Assembly and the Security Council strive to achieve consensus in taking decisions
but when that fails, voting becomes the option to reach decisions. Consensus
was introduced in our rules of procedure during the cold war probably to ensure
inclusiveness in the decision-making process. It was intended to be a source of
progress and multilateral strength but it is unfortunately turning into a source of
lack of progress and inertia. Can any creativity help us overcome this problem at
this point? One cannot be so hopeful largely because political will would be
required to solve the problem and it appears the lack of it has been the cause of
the impasse in the CD.

Mr. President,

I would therefore suggest that the Friends of the President should rather focus
their efforts on the search for programme of work, which all delegations have
said is their priority. The Friends of the P6 may try to understand the differences
that exist with regard to the various proposals on the table-both formal and
informal proposals. From the interventions of delegations in the past one year,
the A5 enjoy overwhelming majority support but not consensus. Nigeria suggests
that the Friends of the P6 may focus their efforts in the search for a work
programme based on the A5. They could try to identify the difficulties those
delegations unable to join consensus have with the A5 and try to re- formulate
the proposal to accommodate the concerns without creating new problems. It
has been said over and over again that the A5 is not cast in stone, It is an
evolutionary proposal.

Mr. President.

Finally, I want to assure you that Nigeria has supported past proposals on the
table including the A5 and will remain flexible to help you in your efforts to get
us out of the present impasse. I hope that the P6 wili succeed in getting a
balanced and comprehensive programme of work that would address the
security concerns of all delegations. The CD has the responsibility through

negotiating disarmament agreements to create collective security architecture for
all.

Thank you.



