




effective and reliable verification. Agreed alms control measures must exclude possibilities 

for circumvention. 

Di sannament presupposes confidence. Confidence is the result of openness and predictability. 

It is therefore important to increase transparency of relevant activities. Confidence creates 

more security, which makes reductions possible. Arms reductions cannot by themselves 

guarantee peace and stability. Developing an exchange of views on security concepts, military 

strategies and doctrines and their relationship to existing potentials is equally essential. 

At the same time, the international security situation has become in many ways even more 

complex. Especially at regional levels, the connict potential has increased. The threats posed 

by the continuing proliferation of WMD and their means of delivery have become more 

pronounced. Developments during tbe last years have given rise to mounti ng concerns 

regarding continuing proliferation and non-compliance with the non-proliferation obligations 

of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Tbe possible risk of nuclear weapons programmes 

being pursued under the cover of civilian nuclear programmes are matters of particular 

concern. 

Political solutions to all the different problems, fears and ambitions of countries in the most 

dangerous regions for proliferation will not be easy to be achieved in the short run. Therefore 

it must be the policy to prevent, deter, bait and, where possible, eliminate programmes of 

concern, while making every effort to deal with their underlying causes. 

The NPT remains the cornerstone of the global nuclear non-proliferation regime and the 

essential foundation for tbe pursuit of nuclear disarmament. Both arc fundamentally 

impol1ant, botb are priorities and none of them should be dealt with at the expense of the 

other. The NPT is the most universal multilateral treaty in disarmament. The possession of 

nuclear weapons hy States outside tbe NPT and non-compliance with the Treaty's provisions 

by states party to the Treaty, risk undermining non-proliferation and disllimament efforts. 

It is of paramount importance to maintain its authority and its integrity in all its aspects. 

Furthennore, pursuing universal adherence to the Treaty stands for strengthening tbe nuclear 

non-proliferation regime and thus contributing to enhanced regional and international security 

and stability. 

We observe growing frustration regarding the slow progress in the field of nuclear 

disarmament. Germany regrets that the 2005 NPT Review Conference has contlibmed to that 

frustration instead of giving new impetus to the process of nuclear disannament. 



Non- proliferation, disarmament and arms control can make an essential contribution in the 

global fight against terrorism hy reducing thc risk of none state actors gaining access to 

weapons of mass destruction, radioactive materials, and means of delivery. 

The complete elimination of nuclear weapons can only he achieved by an incremental 

approach with the 13 practical steps for the systematic and progressive implementation of Alt. 

VI adopted by the 2000 NPT Review Conference as the perform anced benchmark for the 

disarmament process. Continued tangible progress towards irreversible and verifiable nuclear 

disarmament is indispensable. 

First and foremost, we have to stmt negotiations in the CD to prohibit the production of fissile 

materials for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. In this context, I recall para 

36 of the Common Position of the EU relating to the 2005 NPT RevCon which "appeals again 

to the Disarmament Conference for the immediate commencement and carly conclusion of a 

non-discriminatory, universally applicable Treaty banning the production of fissile material 

for nuclem· weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, without pre-conditions, and bearing 

in mind the special coordinator's report and the mandate included therein". An FMCT would 

constitute a new substantial nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation measure, a proof for 

effective muitilateraJism and an essential building block of our intemational sccurity system. 

As pan of the overall nuclear disarmament process, also non-strategic nuclear weapons must 

be reduced in a verifiable and irreversible manner on all sides. In Germany, there is a serious 

public debate on this issue which calls for practical steps. The EU Common Position on the 

2005 NPT RevCon also highlights this aim. In it, the EU takes up a step-by-step approach that 

was advocated in a working paper that Germany presented to the 1st PrepCom of the 7th NPT 

RevCon. An incremental approach is needed with first rather modest confidence building 

measures as e.g. the reaffirmation of the 1991192 presidential nuclear initiatives by the United 

States of America and the Russian Federation as well as a voluntary exchange of information 

by all nuclear-weapon States on existing holdings of non-strategic nuclear weapons taking 

into account the protection of confidential infOlmation. 

Furthennore, the entry into force of the Comprehensive Test-Ban Treaty at the earliest 

possible date is of key importance for any progress in this field. That's why Germany calls 

upon all States that have not yet signed and ratified the Treaty and in particular those whose 

ratification is required fOT an early entry into force to do so without delay and without 

conditions. 

Gelmany fully supports the establishment of an appropriate subsidiary body in the CD to deal 

with nuclear disalmament as called for in the Final Document of the 2000 NPT RevCon. 



Overcoming the stalemate of the CD would give a decisive impetus to the process of nuclear 

disarmament. 


