








Non- proliferation, disarmament and arms control can make an essential contribution in the
global fight against terrorism by reducing the risk of none state actors gaining access to

weapons of mass destruction, radioactive materials, and means of delivery.

The complete elimination of nuclear weapons can only be achieved by an incremental
approach with the 13 practical steps for the systematic and progressive implementation of Art.
VI adopted by the 2000 NPT Revicw Conference as the performanced benchmark for the
disarmament process. Continued tangible progress towards irreversible and verifiable nuclear
disarmament is indispensable,

First and foremost, we have to start negotiations in the CD to prohibit the production of fissile
materials for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. In this context, I recall para
36 of the Common Position of the EU relating to the 2005 NPT RevCon which “appeals again
to the Disarmament Conference for the immediate commencement and carly conclusion of a
non-discriminatory, universally applicable Treaty banning the production of fissile material
for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, without pre-conditions, and bearing
in mind the special coordinator’s report and the mandate included therein”. An FMCT would
constitute a new substantial nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation measure, a proof for
effective multilateralism and an essential building block of our international security system.

As part of the overall nuclear disarmament process, also non-stralegic nuclear weapons must
be reduced in a verifiable and irreversible manner on all sides. In Germany, there is a serious
public debate on this issue which calls for practical steps. The EU Common Position on the
2005 NPT RevCon also highlights this aim. In it, the EU takes up a step-by-step approach that
was advocated in a working paper that Germany presented to the 1¥ PrepCom of the 7" NPT
RevCon. An incremental approach is needed with first rather modest confidence building
measures as e.g. the reaffirmation of the 1991/92 presidential nuclear initiatives by the United
Statcs of America and the Russian Federation as well as a voluntary exchange of information
by all nuclear-weapon States on existing holdings of non-strategic nuclear weapons taking
into account the protection of confidential information.

Furthermore, the entry into force of the Comprehensive Test-Ban Treaty at the earliest
possible date is of key importance for any progress in this field. That’s why Germany calls
upon all States that have not yet signed and ratified the Treaty and in particular those whose
ratification is required for an early entry into force to do so without delay and without
conditions.

Germany fully supports the establishment of an appropriate subsidiary body in the CD to deal
with nuclear disarmament as called for in the Final Document of the 2000 NPT RevCon.



Overcoming the stalemate of the CD would give a decisive impetus to the process of nuclear

disarmament.



