








area, coupled with continued progress in the reduction of warheads, will no
doubt help to build confidence on the issue of fissile materials.

Mr. President,

Among the four core issues of the CD, FMCT remains the priority for
Korea. Like many others, we believe that negotiations on FMCT should
start immediately. We should not prejudge what the treaty is to say.

In this sense, we hope that during the focused debates on FMCT in May,
our deliberations will be organized along the normal structure of arms

control treaties, so that they may serve as a springboard for progress in the
future.

MTr. President,

The international community is in a bind, where mistrust and accusations
permeate at every level of multilateral disarmament fora, while unreserved
cooperation involving all nations is urgently called for to effectively
address the security threats of the day. Sadly, the CD has exemplified the
situation.

Against this bleak background, the six presidencies of 2006 have worked
very hard in seeking a breakthrough. The current Korean presidency is
expected to set the tone for the rest of the year. We are encouraged to detect .
a modicum of cautious optimism in this regard.

Focused and interactive debates on CD issues themselves cannot produce
definitive results. But still they serve as stepping stones as delegations
continue to search for solutions to the CD issues in the years to come.

In this sense, I hope that at the end of this year, we would all be celebrating
the good results of the outstanding efforts of the six presidents.

I thank you.



