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Introduction 
I would like to begin by expressing my appreciation to the 6 CD Presidents of 2006, including 
the current Russian Presidency, for their work in enabling these structured discussions on 
PAROS. Canada looks forward to participating actively in these meetings. Our Geneva 
delegation has been joined by an expert from our Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade in Ottawa. Over the course of the coming sessions we will be presenting two 
Canadian papers: one analyzing gaps in existing international space law in relation to certain 
types of weapons, the other considering space verification issues. 

Recent International Attention 
The lack of a CD Ad Hoc Committee in recent years has not prevented some worthwhile 
discussion and proposals from being generated, both in formal plenary sessions and in informal 
and other meetings. Most recently, discussions took place in the UNIDIR Space Security Seminar 
held here from March 30-31. The substantive issues and recommendations considered in the 
context of the Seminar bear weight on the status of long-term international peace and security 
and, in particular, on the CD's treatment of PAR OS. 

Building on the discussions held in the Seminar, as well as in the First Committee of the General 
Assembly and here in the CD, the series of structured discussions we will have this week 
represent an important step forward in enabling this body to resume its substantive work on space 
security. Recent discussions have considered the need to develop an increasingly broad concept 
of space security that takes into account not only the need to prevent the weaponization of outer 
space but also the broader military, environmental, commercial and civil dimensions of space. 
Such a broad approach to space security will help to ensure secure and sustainable access to and 
use of space for peaceful purposes. As we all draw ever-increasing benefits from space assets 
Canada believes strongly that space-faring and non-space-faring nations alike share a stake and a 
responsibility in ensuring that human actions do not jeopardize the current and future benefits 
offered to us by outer space. 

Way Forward 
ClUlada thinks that the work of the international community could be optimized by enlJancing 
dialogue between the various UN bodies with an interest in outer space, including the Committee 
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS), the International Telecommunications Union, 
the Conference on DisarmlUllent and the UN General Assembly, particularly its First and Fourth 
Committees. The UN Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities is a useful coordination 
forum and consideration should be given to strengthening dialogue on issues of common interest. 
Two particular domains of cooperative activity merit intensified efforts at this tme, and the CD 
has a role to play on both fronts: fITst, a new international legal instrument and, second, 
confidence building measures. 



International Law 
One key element of a multilateral architecture for space security will be the negotiation in the CD 
of an appropriately scoped legally-binding ban on space-based weapons. Canada welcomes the 
contribution that many delegations have made to this end. We call upon all delegations to play 
their respective parts in enabling the re-establishment of a P AROS Ad Hoc Committee to discuss 
and consider the possible contribution to international peace and security of a treaty to ban space­
based weapons. Such discussions would represent a constructive and timely complement to 
recent efforts toward FMCT negotiations. Expert presentations on scope, definitions, and 
verification related to PAROS should point the way to fruitful areas for further discussion. 

CBMs 
Canada believes that the ongoing evolution of space activities and benefits provides a strong 
rationale and incentive for the global community to work together to foster a politico-diplomatic 
environment conducive to maintaining the benefits that space provides. CBMs represent one 
such path and the establishment thereof would serve as a timely, useful and complementary 
measure to an eventual space-based weapons ban. CBMs are also invaluable in themselves in 
terms of enhancing the safety of space assets. In this light, Canada will be submitting its ideas to 
the UN Secretary General pursuant to the resolution on Transparency and Confidence-Building 
Measures in Outer Space. 

Conclusion 
It is sometimes said that the international community should not bother with P AROS, as no arms 
race is in the offing. We see this situation in a different light - as an exercise in preventive 
diplomacy, to take advantage of the present non-weaponized status of outer space, so that we can 
all be assured that outer space continues to be available for peaceful uses by all nations. The 
international community has acted before to prevent the deleterious environmental consequences 
of indiscriminate weapons when the Limited Test Ban Treaty of 1963 banned the conduct of 
nuclear weapon test explosions from outer space, and again when the Outer Space Treaty of 1967 
banned the placement of weapons of mass destruction in outer space. 

Canada believes that the international community's collective interest in preserving secure and 
sustainable access to and use of space, free of space-based conventional threats, requires similar 
preventive diplomatic action. Redoubling our efforts to build mutual confldence and to establish 
an international architecture to ensure space security is our collective challenge in the CD. I am 
confldent that this week's discussions will move us closer to responding to that challenge. 


