


Mr. President, 

I would first like to congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency 
of the Conference on Disarmament. I wish you every success in your 
endeavors and assure you of my delegation's full support and cooperation. 

I would also like to appreciate your predecessor Mr. Doru COSTEA, 
Ambassador of Romania, for the excellent work he has done during his 
presidency. 

Mr. President, 

Outer space is a common heritage of mankind and an area directly linked 
to the future development of mankind. Exploration and use of outer space, 
including the moon and other celestial bodies, should be for peaceful 
purposes and carried out for the benefit and in the interest of all countries, 
irrespective of their level of scientific and technological development. 

Peaceful use of outer space - this is the unanimous demand of mankind. 
It can not be allowed that the valuable successes of science and technology 

created by mankind are not used for development and welfare of humankind, 
but be used to make means to threaten the existence of mankind. 

The outer space, however, is turned into an area where the results of 
advanced science and technology and huge amount of funds are poured for 
the purpose of military strategy. The space is further subject to the 
concentration of dangers which would bring disasters to the earth, due to one 
country's pursuit of the aim contradictory to the hope of mankind. 

The plans are openly carried on to militarize outer space and incite an amlS 
race. Practical tests of space weapons are conducted and budgets for space 
militarization are increased. Even envisaged are the manufacture of space 
weapons and spacecrafts aimed at rapid attack on the ground targets. 

The fact that the existing relevant international legal instruments lack the 
provisions to fully check the deployment of space weapons, as well as the 
abrogation of the Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems 
(ABM), the pursuit of missile defense systems, etc, give rise to the deep 
concem that outer space might be reduced into military monopoly. 

A new intemational legal instrument for comprehensive and effective 
prevention of an arms race in outer space is urgently required in the light of 
the circumstances in which certain space-related agreements have been 
abrogated or insufficient and the move to establish space weapon systems is 
practically in place. 



The Conference on Disarmament has, in the past, made continued effOlts 
to start negotiations on a comprehensive agreement on the prevention of an 
anns race in outer space in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations General Assembly. 

The delegation of DPRK highly appreciates the sincere efforts and 
attitudes made by the Peoples' Republic of China and the Russian 
Federation in tlns regard. 

The working documents subnlitted by China and Russia and the seminars 
held on several occasions have contributed to establishing common views on 
the space issues and also to laying a good basis for wide-range multilateral 
discussions of the issues. 

The seminars were held in the proactive atmosphere oriented towards 
finding solutions to the issue and helped increase awareness of necessity and 
urgency of the issue. The working documents are improved on the basis of 
the compilation of opinions and suggestions, which reflects positive 
approaches and willingness to proceed to negotiation. 

Mr. President, 

As pointed out in the relevant UNGA resolutions, the Conference on 
Disarmament, as the sole multilateral disannament negotiating forum, has 
the primary role in the negotiation of a multilateral agreement or agreements, 
as appropriate, on the prevention of an arms race in outer space. 

My delegation supports the proposal to establish an ad hoc committee on 
P AROS ar1d to start negotiations on the issue. 

If the CD is to start negotiations, a comprehensive arId balanced program 
of work should be adopted earlier. 

My delegation expresses its view once again that the A-5 Proposal could 
serve as a basis of our efforts to seek agreement on a program of work. The 
structured discussions so far further convince that the A-5 Proposal could 
serve this purpose. 

My delegation reiterates its expectation that the structured debate on the 
items of the CD Agenda will contribute to establishing an enabling 
atmosphere for agreeing upon a program of work, thus leading to a desired 
negotiating process. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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