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Geneva. 8 June 2006 

Mr. President, 

I have the honour to take the floor on behalf of the European Union and the Acceding Countries 
Bulgaria and Romania. Since this is the first time I speak during your Presidency I wish to 
congratulate you on the assumption of the post as President of the Conference on Disarnlament. I 
can assure you, Mr. President, as well as the incoming CD Presidents, of our full support in your 
efforts to guide and lead this august body. Let me take this opportwlity to also express our gratitude 
to your predecessor, Ambassador Costea of Romania, for the efficient and able manner in which he 
guided our work throughout the focussed structured debate on FMCT. It is important to keep up the 
momentum on this issue. 

Mr. President, 

The EU and its Member States are conscious of the growing involvement of the international 
community in outer space activities for development and progress, and of the increasing 
dependence on outer space for their economic and industrial development as well as their security. 
We are also actively co-operating in various space initiatives. Such activities should be developed 
in a peaceful environment: an arms race in outer space sbould be prevented. Such prevention is an 
essential condition for strengthening of strategic stability and for the promotion of international 
cooperation in the free exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes by all States. 

We recognize a growing convergence of views on the elaboration of measures to strengthen 
transparency, confidence and security in the peaceful uses of outer space. We recall that the EU 
countries unanimously voted in favour of United Nations General Assembly Resolutions 60/66 on 
Transparency and Confidence Building Measures in Outer Space Activities and 60/54 on 
Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space. 

The EU therefore appreciates the attention given so far by the CD to P AROS and the P6 decision to 
dedicate a focused structured debate to the issue. 

The risk represented by "space debris" for the operability of all space activities is an additional 
source for concern. From this point of view, the activity of the Committee for the Peaceful Use of 
Outer Space (COPUOS), including on "space debris", seems relevant for the CD deliberations. 
Some form of interaction between the work in the CD and COPUOS would therefore be desirable. 

Discipline in the launching objects into space is fundamental to space security. In this context, the 
EU undcrlines the role of the Hague International Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile 
Proliferation and the need for its further universalisation. The adoption of other measures of 
transparency and confidence building, as conducive and complemcntary to the prevention of an 
arms race in outer space, should be discussed as a first step. 

Mr. President, 

Since the Conference on Disannament is the single international multilateral negotiating forum for 
disarmament it has the primary role in negotiating on the prevention of an arms race in outer space. 
As we have stated on previous occasions, the EU supports the establishment of a subsidiary body at 
the CD to deal with this matter on the basis of a mandate, which will be the subject of an agreement 
by all. 

I thank yo u very much. 


