





We acknowledge that there is no international consensus on the need for further treaties and
further legal codification of the use of space yet. Some may say that there is currently no arms
race in outer space and that the current military uses of outer space for surveillance,
navigation and communication are legitimate. We would point out, however, that it is an
easier task to prevent an undesired militarization in outer space than to attempt to control and
decelerate such a development after is has begun. This was also the underlying wise principle
of the Antarctic Treaty of 1959 and the Seabed- Treaty of 1971, in addition to the Moon
Treaty and the Outer Space Treaty, which T mentioned earlier.

No doubt: Any negotiations on space weapons will be challenging and in all probability
encounter numerous difficulties relating to a broad range of issues, among them definitions
and verification. But the prospect of a thorny path ahead should not prevent us {rom
embarking on the road to a multilateral instrument against the weaponization of space. The
need for it today is more obvious than ever.,

Outer space, as a “global commons” is now part of everyday life for most of the planet’s
population, from television to telephone service, the internet, credit card validation, weather
prediction, disaster monitoring, urban planning, ATM machines and so forth. Physically,
space systems are quite vulnerable to deliberate disruption.

The space environment is threatened by widesprcad pollution through debris, which by its
nature is “indiscriminate”. In view of growing saturation of the radio- frequency spectrum and
crowding in the most useful orbital positions space, gradually, is - as strange as it may seem —
also becoming a scarce resource that will need to be managed in order to avoid the emergence
of conflicts.

Activities in space are increasingly of a “dual —use”, any clear delimitations of purely
peaceful uses and distinct military uses becomes increasingly a meaningless fiction. Just as an
example: Space tracking and surveillance capabilities for monitoring debris, following
satellites for avoiding potential collisions inherently have a potential for offensive space
applications.

A multilateral strument that prevents an arms race in outer space will be a major
contribution to a secure space. However, we have to keep in mind, that space security is not
only about security policy, but mainly about preventing all kinds of threats for countless
future generations on mankind’s one and only space vesscl, a pale blue dot in space, as Carl
Sagan said: our earth.

Thank you!



