


Mr. President, 

allow me at the outset to associate Germany in full with the Statement on P AROS delivered a 
few moments ago by the EU-Presidency on behalf of the European Union. 

The right of all �~�t�a�t�e�s� to explore and use the unique shared environment of outer space for the 
benefit and in the interest of all humankind is a universally accepted legal principle. It is the 
concern and responsibility of all states to ensure that these rights are realised in the interest of 
maintaining international peace and security. The cornerstone of international space law is the 
1967 Outer Space Treaty. This treaty places important constraints on military activity in 
space: it bans the deployment of WMD in space and all military activity on the moon and 
other celestial bodies. Getmany continues to be a firm supporter of the Outer Space Treaty. 

As we approach the fortieth anniversary of the signing of the Outer Space Treaty, we urge 
member States to work towards its universalization. It should be seriously considered that 
States Parties assess the continlled, even increased importance of that important instrument of 
preventive arms- limitation and space security. Secure and free access to and the sustainable 
use of outer space must be free from man made threats. 

The other four instruments on which multilateral management of the use of space and its 
safety as well as security currently rests are the "Moon Treaty" of 1979, the 1972 
"Convention on International Liability for damage caused by Space Objects" and the 1975 
"Convention on the Registration of Objects launched into Outer Space". 

The international community began to include an itcm on the prevention of an arms racc in 
outer space on its agenda already in the 1950's. Germany's commitment to efforts to prevent 
an arms race in outer space was also demonstrated through our consistent support for the 
First and Fourth Committee resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly on this 
subject as well in the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its 
two Subcommittees. 

In 1982 the CD also put this item on its agenda. For ten years, from 1985 to 1994, the CD set 
up an ad hoc committee on PAROS which did useful work on principles, the analysis of the 
existing instruments and confidence and transparency -building measures among others. A 
PAROS ad hoc committee to be set up in the CD to deal with the issue with a mandate as 
provided for in the revised A 5 proposal continues to be Germany's clear preference. 

The Chinese and Russian delegations, but also other delegations, have sct out interesting 
thoughts on hasic definitions, scope and confidence building measures among others, in 
various papers, which will serve to foster the richness of our discussions .. 

We also note the significant proceedings of four workshops on the topic of space security in 
Geneva, involving also non-governmental organizations and academia in November 2002, 
March 2004, March 2005 and lately in March 2006. 

Thc United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research has published an impressive series of 
studies on relevant issues related to space security. 
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We acknowledge that there is no international consensus on the need fOT further treaties and 
further legal codification of the use of space yet. Some may say that there is currently no arms 
race in outer space and that the current military uses of outer space for surveillance, 
navigation <Ind communication are legitimate. We would point out, however, that it is an 
easier task to prevent an undesired militarization in outer space than to attempt to control and 
decelerate such a development after is has begun. This was also the underlying wise principle 
of the Antarctic Treaty of 1959 and the Seabed- Treaty of 1971, in addition to the Moon 
Treaty and the Outer Space Treaty, which 1 mentioned earlier. 

No doubt: Any negotiations on space weapons will be challenging and in all probability 
encounter numerous difficulties relating to a broad range of issues, among them definitions 
and verification. But the prospect of a thorny path ahead should not prevent us from 
embarking on the road to a multilateral instrument against the weaponization of space. The 
need for it today is more obvious than ever. 

Outer space, as a "global commons" is now part of everyday life for most of the planet's 
population, from television to telephone service, the internet, credit card validation, weather 
prediction, disaster monitoring, urban planning, ATM machines and so forth. Physically, 
space systems are quite vulnerable to deliberate disruption. 

The space environment is threatened by widespread pollution through debris, which by its 
nature is "indiscriminate". In view of growing saturation of the radio- frequency spectrum and 
crowding in the most useful orbital positions space, gradually, is - as strange as it may seem ­
also becoming a scarce resource that will need to be managed in order to avoid the emergence 
of conflicts. 

Activities in space are increasingly of a "dual -use", any clear delimitations of purely 
peaceful uses and distinct military uses becomes increasingly a meaningless fiction. Just as an 
example: Space tracking and surveillance capabilities for monitoring debris, following 
satellites for avoiding potential collisions inherently have a potential for offensive space 
applications. 

A multilateral instrument that prevents an arms race in outer space will be a major 
contribution to a secure space. However, we have to keep in mind, that space security is not 
only about security policy, but mainly about preventing all kinds of threats for countless 
future generations on mankind's one and only space vessel , a pale blue dot in space, as Carl 
Sagan said: our earth. 

Thank you! 
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