








8, COPUQOS since developed five outer space-related treaties,
including the Outer Space Treaty, which constitutes the
cornerstone of the international legal framework for the
peaceful application of outer space. Its four core principles
are that the exploration and use of outer space shall be
carried cut ‘for the benefit and interest of all countries;-’
that outer space will be ‘the province of all mankind;’ that
outer space shall be ‘free for exploration and use by all
countries;’ and that parties of the Treaty ‘undertake not to
place in orbit around the earth any object. carrying nuclear
weapong or any other weapons of mass destruction.’ The Final
Document of the First Special Sesgion cf the UN General
Agsembly devoted to Disarmament (SSOD-I) had stipulated that,
in accordance with the spirit of the Outer Space Treaty,
further measures should be taken and international
negotiations held “in order to prevent an arms race in outer
space.” We look upon our current activity in the Conference as
a step towards attaining that objective.

9. The igsue of the prevention of an arms race in ocuter
gspace has been on the agenda of thisg Conference since 1982 and
an Ad-hoc Committee on PAROS functioned for a decade since
1885. The Committee was engaged in examining, as a first step
at that stage, through substantive and general consideration,
issues relevant to the prevention of an arms race in outer
space. The issue remains asg relevant today, 1f not more, as it
was then.

10. India supports the establishment of an Ad-hoc Committee
of the Conference to deal with the issue of PAROS as outlined
in the A-5 proposal. We believe that it provides a good basis
for commencing our work on PARCS, which India stands ready to
join.

10. We welcome the initiative of China and that of vyour
delegation in presenting working papers and non-papers dealing
with wvarious aspects of the issue before us. They are most
useful in enabling a better understanding of the different
dimensions of outer space sgecurity. We compliment those
delegations that have invited their experts to join in our
deliberations. Their contribution would enrich our debate and
enable us to fully appreciate the technical and legal aspects
of the challenge we face today.



Mr. President,

12. My delegation’s approach to a programme of work of the
Conference has been consisgtent: any solution to end the
current impasse must be responsive to the security concerns of
all the constituents of the Conference. We do, therefore, hope
that ocur deliberations on PAROS during this week and
structured discussions on the other remaining issues on the
agenda of the Conference will pave the way for reaching a
consensus allowing the Conference to begin its substantive
work, which is its principal vocation and raison dfétre.



