








system. However, the prevailing climate in the CD is unfavorable for the
adoption of a program of work that does not take into account all members’
priorities. | am sorry to say this, but it is the reality of the matter. Some powers
do not show in practice a real commitment to the search for collective security
that would make most countries become involved with their long-term goals
and, as a first step, assist them in the attainment of their priorities.

In the wake of recent failures in disarmament and international security, we
have concluded that the prevailing climate is unfavorable for gradual solutions.
The existing lack of mutual trust demands sudden solutions; they are seen by
CD members as the only possible means to achieve balance of powers. Unless
the lack of trust is resolved and there are objective and verifiable guarantees
that collective security can be attained, we will continue to focus on fruitless
attempts to reach a consensus on the CD program of work.

Coliective security today depends on accepting that the threats each region of
the world perceives as most urgent are in fact equally so for all. These are not
theoretical issues, but ones of deadly urgency.

Cuba is convinced that the only effective solution to the problem of proliferation
of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction is their total
elimination; therefore, Cuba considers that the Conference should establish an
ad.hoc Committee to negotiate on nuclear disarmament. Likewise, we welcome
the beginning of negotiations on the prevention of an arms race in outer space.

We join those who support the beginning of negotiations on a fissile material
cut-off treaty that would address both non-proliferation and disarmament
objectives. We also support, as one of the top priorities in this forum, the
launching of negotiations on an international legal instrument on negative
security assurances for non-nuclear-weapon states.

Mr. Chairman, we truly hope that 2006 will be a year to move forward or, at
least, to start moving forward. If this is the case, Cuba will be up to the
challenges posed by the current context.

Thank you very much.



