








Until nuclear disarmament is achieved, non-nuclear weapon states should
have the assurances that nuclear weapons would not be used against them.
The security assurances offered by nuclear weapons states should be
translated into a universal, unconditional and legally binding treaty.

We share the majority view that the existing international legal instruments
are inadequate to prevent weaponization of outer space. We should
consolidate and reinforce this regime and enhance its effectiveness.

Mr. President,

The agenda of the CD is fine as it is. There are suggestions for additions. This
aspect has to be handled carefully so that we do not either clutter the agenda
or create new linkages, and thus further complicate our task. The agenda is
comprehensive enough to accommodate new ideas if there is agreement on
them. As suggested by some CD member states, we may use the criteria of
consensus, relevance to the mandate and non-duplication to consider new
items.

There is nothing wrong with the methods of work..Consensus is not a problem
per se. Commencement of work is. The limited tenure of the presidencies is an
area of concern but this deficit can now be offset by the device of 6
consecutive presidencies working together.

A firm timetable for discussing the core issues will be a useful tool. We must
bear in mind that the CD is a negotiating, not a deliberative, forum, though
negotiation entails deliberation. Structured debates and discussions to
understand the issues and to remove misperceptions should be a prelude to a
negotiated outcome in accordance with the CD’s mandate. Exchanges on the
core issutes should culminate in concrete law making in all areas

Mr. President,

We should stick to priorities and not get distracted by issues of secondary and
tertiary nature. The stakes are too high. Imperatives of peace and security are
too compelling to be sacrificed for endless procedural wranglings. Flexibility
will become relevant when there is a will to work - the collective political will
to work.

I thank you, Mr. President.



