











contribuie to nuciear disarmament is most comprehensively illustrated in the case of the Treaty
of Tlatelolco, where Laiin American countries moved together {0 discard the nuclear weapons
option as a region. We will continue o work towards & collective nuclear weapon free zone
encompassing the entire Southern Hemisphere. Surely, the entry into force of the CTET and
the extension and deepening of nuclear weapon free zones are cases in point in our argument
that nuclear disarmament can serve the cause of non-proliferation.

in addition to the work of gavernments, notably through the G8 initiative which New Zealand
actively supports, we need io facilitate the continued engagement of civil society in nuclear
disarmament processes. Naot only does civil sociely have a wealth of technical expertise to
contribute to our work, but their ability to maintain pressure on governments from an
accountability standpoint is also valuable. NGOs provide a much-needed reminder of our
ultimate goal — a world free of nuclear weapons.

Mr President, nuclear disarmament obligations are undisputed and long-standing. They were
reaffirmed by all NPT states in 2000. The good faith negotiations envisaged by the NPT’s
Arficle VI should begin as soon as possible. As an added boost to this end, we place strong
priority on the immediate commencement of a treaty banning the produciion of fissile material.
While differences remain as to the relative priorities of nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation, it makes sense to move forward on a negotiation which will produce gains for both
sides of the debate. We firmly beiieve that an FMCT would not only constitute a significant gain
for non-proliferation, it would also move us further towards our nuciear disarmament ohjectives.
We are pleased that this point of view is gaining real currency in this Conference.

Finally, we welcome the structured approach that you, Mr President, have provided for our
discussion of this topic. The challenge now for the Conference is to deepen our treatment of
nuclear disarmament by incorporating it in an agreed work programme. The continuation of our
current impasse on the programme of work prevents us from undertaking any form of {reatment
of this vital issue in this body. This debate is not an end in itself, but a means to an end, as you
said so wisely in your opening statement.

Thank you.
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