





discussions on an FMCT have unfolded in the CD over the years, a range of models have been
advanced from a comprehensive treaty covering both past and future production and containing
robust verification provisions to ensure compliance, to suggestions that the treaty should not
address existing stockpiles or even include verification measures.

While there is a need to be realistic and pragmatic in our approach, we should not from the outset
artificially lower our expectations. An FMCT which proves ultimately to be mercly a vague
declaratory statement of good intentions about future production does the international
community a disservice, and would be an indication that we are not serious about nuclear
non-proliferation arms control and disarmament. Just as in the case of the CTBT, a strong FMCT
can be invaluable in creating a new international norm against the production of fissile material
for weapons purposes. Has there not already been enough fissile material produced for nuclear
weapons in the world? s it not time to stop? Those states which are currently releasing fissile
material from military programmes, or which have declared unilateral moratoria on further
production, obviously think so. Canada does too.

We intend to raise a number of these considerations in further Canadian interventions during the
thematic debate this week and in subsequent sessions. We have already distributed a working
paper on stocks (CD/1770) which updates and builds upon our 1999 document on the same topic.
We hope these contributions and those of other states will provide the stimulus needed to
kick-start the CD to action on this vital issue. We need to begin negotiations now.

An FMCT is no less relevant today than it was a half century ago. In fact, it is even more urgently
needed today in the face of contemporary international security threats. Canada continues to
believe that the CD is the forum in which negotiations for an FMCT should begin forthwith. It
is our sincere hope that these focussed discussions will contribute to breaking the impasse which
has paralysed this forum for far too long. T wish to reiterate Canada's commitment to working
with all delegations here to achieve a consensus on a way forward for the CD that will enable us
to commence negotiation of this vital treaty. '



