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Mr. Presidem, 

Russia proceeds from the point that cutting-off and prohibiting production 
of fissile materials for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices should 
be the next logical step in strengthening the regime of nuclear non-proliferation and 
nuclear disarmament. 

Russia terminated the production of fissile materials for nuclear weapons 
over ten years ago. Weapon-grade uranium has not been produced in our country 
since 1989. Ten reactors that had produced weapons-grade plutonium were shut 
down. Plutonium, produced at the remaining three reactors functioning for 
generating heat and electricity, has not been used for nuclear weapons since 1994. 
At present, according to the Russia-US Agreement of 2003 , we started construction 
of heat and power generating facilities that will enable us to substitute and fully 
stop those three nuclear reactors. 

Russia consistently supports the agreed recommendations of 1995 and 2000 
~'PT Review Conferences on elaborating the Fissile Materials Cut-Off Treaty at the 
Conference on Disarmament. We expect that through the joint efforts of all 
member states we shall be able to reach a compromise on a balanced program 
of work of the CD, which will allow launching negotiations on this important issue. 

Russian approaches to basic elements of the eventual treaty are well known. 
Let me recall some of them. 

The scope of the treaty should provide for: I) ban on future production 
of weapon-grade uranium and plutoniUm for the purposes of nuclear weapons; 
2) prohibition of assistance in or encouragement of production of these materials 
by other states; 3) prohibition of transfer of fissile materials from civil to military 
cycle for the purposes of nuclear weapons. 

The treaty will not prohibit production of tissile materials for any purposes 
other than making nuclear weapons or other explosive devices. Such 
non-prohibited purposes will include, inter alia, production and use of uranium 
for naval propUlsion, including submarines. 

The scope of the treaty will not cover existing stocks of fissile materials, 
since otherwise it would entail, inter alia, establishing a cumbersome verification 
mechanism, and, accordingly, unacceptably high costs of its maintenance. 

The treaty would be of unlimited duration. Participation of the largest 
possible number of states is required, first of all nuclear powers as well as the 
countries that possess an industrial potential for production of nuclear explosive 
devices and have uranium enrichment and spent fuel reprocessing facilities. 

Thank you. 


