





nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, in accordance with the statement
of the Special Coordinator of the Conference on Disarmament and the mandate

contained therein™.

« Inthe final document of the NPT Review Conference of 2000, the international

community agreed to undertake 13 practical steps towards the systematic and
progressive implementation of article VI of the NPT, including the immediate
commencement of negotiations in the Conference of Disarmament of an FMCT with a

view to their conclusion within five years.

Mandate

I.

| ]

The Netherlands is prepared to commence negotiations on the basis of the report of the
Special Coordinator (CD 1299) and the Five Ambassador proposal (CD/1693/rev. 1).
However, although there scems to be widespread support for the Five Ambassador

compromise proposal for a programme of work, it has not remained undisputed.

To meet the concerns of some Confercnce Member States, the Netherlands in 2005
distributed a non-paper, also known as the ‘Food for Thought Paper’. In view of the
importance of an FMCT, the Netherlands accepted last year immediate commencement of

negotiations on the basis of that food for thought paper.

Purpose

L.

The main purpose of an FMCT would be to bring an end to the production of HEU and of
plutonium for use in nuclear weapons. Although a multilateral treaty, an FMCT would
primarily effect those states producing, or which have been producing, fissile materials for

Weapon purposes.

As a direct result, all military enrichment and reprocessing plants producing nuclear
material for nuclear explosives should either be shut-down, dismantled or converted for
civil purposes and put under safeguards. This would lead to a less discriminatory
application of safeguards than is currently occurring, Nuclear weapon capable states and
non nuclear weapon states would thus have to accept the same safeguards on their

peaceful nuclear activitics.



Mr. President

Thesc were some general remarks on an FMCT. [ am looking forward to the focused and
structured debates we will have during the rest of the week. I'm gratified that so many experts
are joining in to enrich our discussions. I will make additional remarks at the appropriate
times. It is {or that reason also that [ am very happy we were able to organise a forum
discussion this afternoon in this very hall with the very knowledgeable members of the
International Panel on Fissile Material, coming from several quarters of the globe, to kick off

50 to say the debate.

1 thank you, Mr. President



