


General 

I. An FMCT constitutes the next logical step on the multilateral nuclear and non­

proliferation disarmament agenda. An FMCT would ban the fmiher production of fi ssil e 

materials for use in nuclear weapons and nuclear explosives and is, therefore, a vital 

component of any coherent international nuclear non-proliferation strategy. 

2. An effective and verifi able FMCT that puts a cap on the production of fissile materials for 

weapon purposes as well as increases the number of production facilities under 

international safeguards, represents an essential step forward in our arms control and 

disarmament efforts. 

3. The Netherlands regards an FMCT of the utmost importance to multilateral nuclear non­

proliferation and disarmament, and calls for the commencement of negotiations, without 

preconditions, of a non-discriminatory, multilateral treaty ban.n,ing the production of fissile 

material for nuclear weapons or other explosive devices. 

In the past the international community has repeatedly indicated that it i s ready to start, by 

consensus, negotiations on an FMCT: 

• The UN General Assembly on 16 December 1993 adopted a resolution (A/RES/48/75) 

that recommended "the negotiation in the most appropriate international forum of a 

non-discriminatory, multilateral and internationally and effecti vely verifiable treaty 

banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear 

explosive devises". 

• In the document on Principles and Objectives for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and 

Di sannament, adopted at the NPT Review and Extension Conference of 1995, the 

international community recognized the importance of such a FMCT treaty to the 

implementation of article VI of the NPT, and called for the " immediate 

commencement and early conclusion of negotiations on a non-discriminatory and 

universally appli cable convention banning the production of fissi le material tt1r 



nuclear wcapons or othcr nuclear explosive devices, in accordance with the statement 

of the Special Coordinator oflhe Conference on Disarmament and the mandate 

contained therein". 

• In thc final document of the NPT Review Conference of2000, the international 

community agreed to undertake 13 practical steps towards the systematic and 

progress ive implementation of article VI of the NPT, including the immediate 

commencement of negotiations in the Conference of pisarrnament of an FMCT with a 

view to their conclusion within five years. 

Mandate 

I. The Netherlands is prepared to commence negotiations on the basis of the report of the 

Special Coordinator (CD 1299) and the Five Ambassador proposal (CDI1693 /rev. I). 

However, although there seems to be widespread support for the Five Ambassador 

compromise proposal for a programme of work, it has not remained undisputed. 

2. To meet the concerns of some Conference Member States, the. Netherlands in 2005 

distributed a !lon-paper, also known as the 'Food for Thought Paper'. Tn view of the 

importance of an FMCT, the Netherlands accepted last year immediate commencement of 

negotiations on the basis of that food for thought paper. 

PUt'pose 

I. The main purpose of an FMCT would be to bring an end to the production ofHEU and of 

plutonium for use in nuclear weapons. Although a multilateral treaty, an FMCT would 

primarily effect those states producing, or which have been producing, fissile materials for 

weapon purposes. 

2. As a direct result, all military enrichment and reprocessing plants producing nuclear 

material for nuclear explosives should either be shut-down, dismantled or converted for 

civil purposes and put under safeguards. This would lead to a less discriminatory 

application of safeguards than is currently occurring. Nuclear weapon capable states and 

non nuclear weapon states would thus have to accept the same safeguards on their 

peaceful nuclear activities. 



Mr. President 

These were some general remarks on an FMCT. [ am looking forward to the focused and 

structured debates we will have during the rest of the wcek. I'm gratified that so many experts 

are joining in to enrich Ollr discussions. [will make additional remarks at the appropriate 

times. It is lor that reason also that I am very happy we were. able to organise a ]{)[um 

discllssion this afternoon in this very hall with the very knowledgeable members of the 

International Panel on Fissile Material, coming from several quarters of the globe, to kick olT 

so to say the debate. 

I thank you, Mr. President 


