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‘thank you, Madam President.

Last week the €D, with the help of the coordimators, had very useful discussions on
nuclear disarmament and the FMCT. My deleganion hopes o {ollow suil this week when
we deliberale on PARQOS and NSA., We are confident that under your able leadership, we
will be able to lay a solid foundation for future discussions on {hese agenda items.

Madam President,

Today's world relies heavily on space technology for a wide varicty of peaceful and non-
peaceful purposes. such as meleorology. telecommunicutions, navigalion, disaster
management, medical research, reconnuissance and so  forth, The process of
globalization itself is dependent uponr safcguarding the peaceful use of outer space.
Therefore, all nations, both space-faring and non-space-faring, have a wvilal stake and
responsibility in ensuring that space remains a common heritage for all. [lowever, we
cannot {ake the unlimated and safe access to space resources for granted. Radio-
frequency spectra are almost saturated and useful orbital positions are densely crowded.
Satellites and Spacecrafts arc incrcasingly jeopardized by space debris and can
potentially be targeted by spacc weapons, The important question we have before us 15
how can we safeguard (he uninterrupted and free uwse of outer space for peacctul
purposes?

In this respect, my delegation is of the view that space security, including the prevention
of an arms race it outer space, 15 a relevant issue to be dealt with by the CI). We
appreciale the eiforts made by some member States to stimulate the discussions en this
subject. Among them, the working papers submitted last year will be important asscts for
the C1>. They quite perlinently address the issues and challenges 10 be overcome. We
arc hopeful that infensive consultations under 1his agenda item during this session, at both
the furmal and informal meetings, will contribute to a deeper understanding and a further
elaboration of the main issues.

Madam President,

Space technology, like WMD technologies. 1s by nafure dual-use. Furthermore, as the
industrial sector is growing increasingly involved In space activitics, the space
environment is rapidly changing from the past. The artificial barmers between civil und
military activities in space are already dissolving. In that sense, we look forward to
secing enhanced dialogue between the U'D and other international forums, including the
United Nations Commiilee on the Peaceful Use of Quter Space (COPUOS), the First and
Fourih Committees of the UN and the International Telecommunications Union.



This year marks the 40" anniversary of the signmg of the Quter Spuce Treaty which is the
corperstone of intemational space law. On this occasion, in addition to renewing clforts
towards umiversality and more cffective implementation of the Trealy, as the WMD
Commigsion recommended in its report, we may need 0 consider the poszibility of
strengthening the treaty and extending its scope.

Madam President,

The Republic of Korea, as one of the countries which are actively pursuing peuaceful
space activities, 1s very concerned that the proliferation of space debris could threaten
peacetul uses of outer space. 1L i1s nol a threat contined (o lhe space-faring nations; there
always cxists a possibility of damage on the ground as well, as was witnessed in the case
of the Kosmos salellite crashed in Canada. Noting with great interest the draft guidelines
on space debris mitigation which provide for avoidance of intentional destruction and
other harmful activities, my delegation hopes that the COPUOS will adopt these
Cguidelines as soon s possible.

Transparency and conflidence-building measurcs are highly nmportant for multlateral
cooperalion on governing space. A particular challenge in this regard is to build
confidence amongst the major powers concerning their strategic motives for the vse of
space. We may need to start by seeking ways to promote umversal adherence to and to
ensure [Ull compliance with existing agreements and arrangements, such as lhe
Registration Convention and the Hague Code of Conduct, by space-laring nations. Other
measures of transparency and confidence building which are complementary to current

mechanisms and conducive to enhancing space security could frutfully be discussed
the €.

Madam Presiden,

It is incumbent upon us all to demonsirate that it is in the stralegic interests of all
concerned to preserve the peaceful, cooperalive use of outer space. Given the wide gap
mside and outside the CD on the keoy issues related 1o ouler space, for instance the
definitions of such cssential elements as outer space, space objecls, space weapons and
the applicahility of any verification mechanism, we believe that a pragmatic step-by-siep
approach is the most viable option at this stage. As many of the concepts have ulready
been in use in other international instruments governing outer space, we should be rather
caultous in adopting any definition anew. Through implementing various confidence
building measures, respecting existing commitments, cooperaling with other intermational
forums and adopting a strategy of slarting with the easily agrceable and immediate 1ssues
and then eventuaily taking on the more complex and difficult ones, we will be able 1o
make our work en PAROS move forward.

1 thank you, Madam President.



