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Mme Chair, 

I have been asked by my authorities to make a very brief statement at 
today's Plenary as we come to the end of the Swedish CD Presidency 

Firstly Mme Chair we would like to E.'l:press our sincere appreciation 
and to commend you for your perseverance in attempting to find a 
solution t o the issue before us. We are ready to continue to await 
responses from those nations who do not yet feel able to join the 
consensus. 

Mme Chair the United Kingdom's position on FMCT is well knO'NTI. We 
consider that a new international agreement on this issue would be a 
significant step forward in our collective efforts in the field of Arms 
control and disarmament. Moreover it is an issue which goes to the 
heart of the United Kingdom's responsibilities and commitments 
under Article VI of the NPT as a nuclear weapon state. 

However Mme chair, Colleagues it is not my intention today to indulge 
in grandstanding or to seek the moral high ground. That would be to 
do an injustice to the remarkable process, which we have ,,,itnessed in 
the CD over the past two years. A process which we believe represents 
a further example of the "New DiplomaCy of the 21 st century' - one 
where nations state's step beyond the traditional camps and groups 
which so dominated international relations in the past. We live an 
increasingly interconnected. interdependent and globalised world 
where such divisions are increasingly less relevant. 

The institution of the P6 Platform is one such example and it is one 
which has served us well. We would like again to commend the 
collective presidencies for having lead this visionary exercise which 
has allowed substantive discussion on a wide range of issues and 
been a key part of the renaissance of the CD. 

Mme Chair I very much doubt that there is anyone in this room who 
does not understand the importance of securing an agreement on Ll. 
This decision covers important Policy issues as I have said. However it 
also represents the outcome of a long series of compromises which 
began with the agreement to create the P6 Platfonn itself and led on 



over the months to further agreements on the Agenda and allowed us 
to build the architecture which has made possible the in depth 
discussion we have had over the past 18 months. 

A decision Ll is not solely important because of the Policy issues it 
covers, but it has wider significance as a "political" statement that the 
collective membership the CD want to retain this organization and 
value it as an important part of the international Arms Control and 
Disarmament architecture. 

Unfortunately there are signs that this is not fully understood in all 
capitals and I am not singling out those who have yet to agree to Ll. 
The problem is much wider than that. 

Mme Chair both because of this wider significance and the 
importance of the policy issues themselves we are prepared to wait. 
Without such a decision we risk lOSing not only the chance to get the 
CD back to work. But also the benefits (on which there is consensus) 
of the work over the past 18 months. A decision on Ll would allow the 
CD to retain the P6 Platform, the Agenda and the work programme for 
next year . 

The price of indecision will by consequence be high. We have come a 
long way in 18 months; achieved things no-one thought possible. 
Many delegations have shown compromise on subjects that were 
difficult for them to accept and all of us have shown a willingness to 
go the extra mile. Successive Presidencies have worked long and hard 
to find a solution. 

While we have heard many many statements by senior representatives 
of all the nations represented in this room and from the UN Secretary 
general on the importance we attach to get the CD back to work. We 
have not yet, despite all the compromises we have individually been 
called on to make, been able to translate that into a practical 
sustainable reality. Ll is a solution whose principle political aim is to 
capture our success over the past 2 years and allow the CD to prosper 
again . This is not a blame game but there will be inevitable 
consequences. Let us and those in capitals be under no illusion that 
that is the Political decision we now face. 


