





Mr President,

The proposal for a Program of Work in document CD/1840 1s a
balanced and carefully crafted compromise that would allow this
conference to resume substantive work and negotiations in its 2008
session. No more, no less. We fully share the view expressed by the
UN Secretary-General that it “would not deprive any Member State of
the ability to assert its national positions in the subsequent phases of
the Conference’s work”. CD/1840 should not be considered as another
“grand bargain”. The adoption of this program of work would merely
allow us to resume the serious work for which this Conference was
created. It would allow us to start a process of hard bargaining based
on “give and take” and respect for each others’ security perceptions,
that should ultimately lead to legally binding agreements that
strengthen global security.

Mr President,

Let us prove wrong those that, in words or deeds, appear to have
already written off the CD.

Let us continue to urge those very few remaining States that have not
yet endorsed CD/1840 to urgently reconsider their positions.

And let us spare no efforts to overcome the remaining hurdles in order
to finally cross the bridge that has been built. Because cross it together
we must.

Thank you



