


Mr President, 

First let me express my appreciation ofthe way you, as well as your 
P6 colleagues, are guiding the work of the CD during this year's 
session. Rest assured that my delegation will continue to do its utmost 
to support you in your important tasks. 

Today, I take the floor on behalf of Sweden and Finland in support of 
the draft proposal for a Programme of Work presented by the P6 
contained in document CD/1840. Let me underline that our two 
countries fully subscribe to the statement already made on this topic 
on behalf of the European Union on 15 May. 

Mr President, 

Sweden and Finland are members of and devote considerable political 
and diplomatic efforts to this Conference because we believe in 
effective multilateralism and are convinced that the security 
challenges we face today require common solutions. The Conference 
on Disarmament was established as the single multilateral 
disarmament negotiating forum. A permanent venue where global 
security can be built through negotiations that take into consideration 
the legitimate security concerns and perceptions of all states. 

Our two countries have over the last few years, including in high-level 
statements, warned of the danger that this Conference could sink into 
irrelevance if the present paralysis is not broken. We have also 
underlined that those blocking progress must be made to understand 
that the inertia in the CD is doing damage not only to our common 
security, but also in the long run to their own security. 

By joining this Conference its member States have taken on a 
collective responsibility to seize opportunities to negotiate treaties that 
strengthen global security. Such opportunities exist and it is our duty 
to act upon them. Not doing so is irresponsible. 



Mr President, 

The proposal for a Program of Work in document CD/1840 is a 
balanced and carefully crafted compromise that would allow this 
conference to resume substantive work and negotiations in its 2008 
session. No more, no less. We fully share the view expressed by the 
UN Secretary-General that it "would not deprive any Member State of 
the ability to assert its national positions in the subsequent phases of 
the Conference's work". CDI1840 should not be considered as another 
"grand bargain". The adoption of this program of work would merely 
allow us to resume the serious work for which this Conference was 
created. It would allow us to start a process of hard bargaining based 
on "give and take" and respect for each others' security perceptions, 
that should ultimately lead to legally binding agreements that 
strengthen global security. 

Mr President, 

Let us prove wrong those that, in words or deeds, appear to have 
already written off the CD. 

Let us continue to urge those very few remaining States that have not 
yet endorsed CDI1840 to urgently reconsider their positions. 

And let us spare no efforts to overcome the remaining hurdles in order 
to finally cross the bridge that has been built. Because cross it together 
we must. 

Thank you 


